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PREFATORY LETTER 
As one who has "sweated out" his share of war-time 
questionnaires, I want to begin this report with a word 
of apology to those who feel as I do when the morning 
mail brings a new batch of questions about shoes and ships 
and sealing wax. I wish that we all had the time and op-
portunity to meet frequently and to talk things over as 
the students talk of an evening in Jarvis and Seabury Halls. 
It is good to realize with a clear conscience, though, that 
a method has been provided by means of which interested 
alumni can speak their minds. 
Our committee was designed to function as a planning 
committee with power only to recommend to executive 
bodies. We have avoided votes and formal resolutions. We 
have not expected to develop a solution of all the problems 
that will beset the College after the war. We have not 
expected to find a remedy for every Trinity headache. We 
have been most desirous, however, of making it apparent 
that the College wishes to receive and weigh the sugges-
tions of her alumni, and we have tried to integrate and 
record alumni opinion so that it will be available for Presi-
dent Funston and for our Trustees and Faculty. 
Finally, I want to express my thanks to Professor Morse 
S. Allen, to Bard McNulty, and to the Trustee, Faculty, 
and Alumni members of the Joint Committee for giving 
without stint of their time and efforts in order · to make 
this report possible and to carry on the valuable planning 
for the post-war period. I know that we are all pleased 
to realize that loyal Trinity alumni are continuing to mani-
fest a thoughtful interest in College affairs during these 
critical years.-ARTHUR H. HUGHES 
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INTRODUCTION 
Liberal Arts colleges all over America are re-examining 
themselves. A generation ago, dissatisfaction with the re-
sults obtained by the strict classical system caused a swing 
toward the opposite. Na-rules, catch-as-catch-can, profes-
sors-offering-and-students-taking-anything-they-want - this 
was a·pproached as a desirable limit in many colleges, es-
pecially in the Liberal Arts divisions of the state universi-
ties. 
This trend fitted in well with the increasing popularity 
and democratization of high school and college education. 
High school education "free for all" came to mean in 
practice "free for all regardless of intellectual ability," and 
the public as a whole approved. A little later, the number 
of college entrance applications increased rapidly, and few 
colleges could resist the temptation to lower their entrance 
requirements, under the justifiable cloak of broadening 
them. 
At about the same time the doctrines of Progressive 
Education were emphasizing the value of _individual ini-
tiative, at the expense of d,rill in the fundamentals, and 
colleges began to notice such results as students unable to 
use dictionaries because they had never been made to learn 
the alphabet. The real and great advantages of free higher 
education, and of the use of personal aptitudes and enthusi-
asms, obscured for a time their accompanying dangePs. 
The more conservative colleges, including Trinity, had 
never been satisfied with the pure elective idea; in 1921 
we introduced the system of distribution plus concentration 
in majors. But all was not peace. A large number of the 
American public disbelieve in the validity of the whole 
Liberal Arts idea. By its enemies it is disliked as being in-
tellectually aristocratic in origin; and it is disdained as 
being, in part, useless, grammatical, non-transferable dis-
cipline, and in part · merely ornament, wasting time with 
soft, vague discussions of antiquarian, aesthetic, or meta-
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physical abstractions. In either case it is only a luxury, re-
tarding the mastery of real life, and it may actually unfit 
the student for anything but its own kind of futile theo-
rizing. "What's Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba?" 
The believers in the Liberal Arts* ins"ist that their 
theory is right. A man is not well educated unless he has 
been given some systematic training in all the most im-
portant fields- of human ideals and achievement. The tree 
of college education has a single trunk, however much it 
branches out and specializes later. Whether this "trunk" 
idea-what every educated man should know-is valid; 
what the main fields are; and how they can be effectively 
taught without the stimulus of obvious utility-such prob-
lems are actively stirring in the minds of all those interested 
in higher education. The present war, with its emphasis on 
immediate practicality and its withdrawal of almost all 
civilians from men's colleges, brought the controversy into 
the open. Scores of books and pamphlets, hundreds of ar-
ticles and speeches have resulted. A place in the discussion 
was taken by the Trinity "Report of the Committee on the 
B.A. Degree", a summary of which is given at the end 
of this Bulletin. 
Our next step was taken in·the Fall of 1944, when Dean 
Hughes, the Acting President, invited alumni representa-
tives to meet with the Joint Committee of the Faculty and 
Trustees. These Alumni, members of the Board of Fellows, 
were.George C. Capen, '10, Thomas F. Flanagan, '12, and 
John A. Mason, '34. The Trustee members of the Com-
mittee were Newton C. Brainard, James L. Goodwin, and 
Allen Northey Jones. The Faculty members were H. T. 
Costello (Philosophy), H. M. Dadourian (Mathematics) 
and V. K. Krieble (Chemistry), to whom was added M. S. 
Allen (English) as editor. 
At the meeting, the Alumni members were requested 
* In this report the terms "Liberal Arts" and "liberal education" are always 
understood in their rightful sense, as including science and mathematics. 
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to formulate and send to the alumni a questionnaire ask-
ing for their opinions on educational and administrative 
policies for the College. 3 600 copies of the Questionnaire 
were sent out and 450 replies were received, a fair pro-
portion considering the general over-abundance of question-
naires, and the dispersal, especially of younger alumni, 
caused by the war. 
This is a report on the results of the Questionnaire. An 
attempt has been made to reduce the replies to figures, 
when this was at all possible, and to give illuminating sam-
ples of the comments made. It is important to note that, 
while these samples were selected in part for their repre-
sentative character, they were chosen more especially for 
their inherent interest of expression or content. Hence, if 
read alone, without reference to the figures, they give to 
the more extreme views greater prominence than is war-
ranted by the answers as a whole. 
The replies mentioned few names of individuals, and 
contained no instance of personal attack. From the stand-
point of. added interest, these few personal items are in-
cluded. The quotations are given verbatim, except that some 
phrases have been changed into sentences, to aid the read-
ability of what is at best disconnected material. 
The general prefatory material is designed to be dis-
interested but not uninterested. Occasional bracketed edi-
torial comments are intended to supply facts evidently 
unknown ·to the writer of the quotation, and so probably 
to other alumni. All this material has the general approval 
of the Faculty members of the committee. The section on 
Physical Education and Athletics was kindly edited by the 
Director of Physical Education. 
Much interest would have been added, had each com-
ment been accompanied by the name of the writer, but this 
was regretfully felt to be impracticable; an exception was 
made for the brief list of recommendations written by 
the Alumni Secretary. 
The longest and most thoughtful reply to the Question-
naire was contributed by Martin W. Clement, of the class 
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of 1901, President of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and a 
Trustee of the College. Since Mr. Clement represents 
both the Trustees and the Alumni, his comment has, with 
his permission, been given as a whole. Similarly, an ex-
tended comment written by Professor Costello and accepted 
by the other Faculty members of the Committee has been 
given as a representative Faculty point of view. 
The Questionnaire itself has been reprinted as a whole, 
as part of the Table of Contents. 
Thanks are due to the Acting President of the College, 
who inspired both the Questionnaire and this report on it; 
to Professor Costello,· who did much of the statistical work 
and selection of quotations, and to the continuous assistance 
of the Acting Alumni Secretary, John Bard McNulty, '38. 
And thanks are especially due to the many alumni who 
gave of their time and thought, a few to constructing, and 
more to answering, this request for their opinions. After 
all, those who have been given a college education are best 
fitted to criticize it. Your replies should carry real weight 
in helping to determine the policies with which Trinity Col-
lege-its administrntion, faculty, students, and alumni-will 
meet the problems and seize the opportunities of the future. 
Response to the Questionnaire 
I-CURRICULA 
A. Should significant changes be made in the Trinity 
curricula? 
This acted as a kind of "warming-up" question, which 
tended to elicit vague answers depending upon the writers' 
temperaments: "Quite possibly. Usually a change is for the 
best"; or else, "No. My idea is that Trinity should re-
main the fine place it was when I knew it." 
The answers given below put on a preliminary skirmish, 
before the real battle fought in Questions B and D of this 
Section. Should the College retain its chief emphasis, pre-
paring its students for living, by teaching them principally 
the Liberal Arts; or should it shift its main emphasis, pre-
paring its students to earn their living by teaching them 
courses chosen with a vocation directly in mind? The Lib-
eral Arts proponents tend to emphasize character-training, 
and, because of the tradition of the College, include most 
of the temperamentally conservative. Others among them 
see the necessity for improving the teaching of the Liberal 
Arts if they are to retain their importance. It is obvious 
that the Liberal Arts did not give much of value to the 
alumni who now see little or no value in them. . 
Here are a few advocates of the more general, Liberal 
Arts type of college education: 
"Trinity has maintained a healthy balance between the various 
departments."~"Add more courses within the already present de-
partments." 
"The changes should be primarily in the approach to the tra-
ditional subject matters and the methods of teaching them, in order 
to get more value .from them, not so much in the addition of new 
subjects to the curriculum. Emphasize thinking even above learn-
ing. Emphasize a man's responsibilities toward all others; don't simply 
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train him to 'get ahead' of all others. Require more individual read-
ing and research, less cramming from a single text." 
"Increase emphasis, wherever possible, on literacy-real ability 
to read, write, and think. The state universities are crowded with 
students who cannot write, can hardly read, and who think poorly. 
Keep Trinity a real college."-"Increase Liberal Arts subjects."-
"Wide reading, classical, history. We didn't do enough of this in 
my day." 
Here, on the other hand, are some of those who feel 
that Trinity should be more directly practical: 
"Do not require courses which will be of no use to a student after 
college."-"Science would be given increased emphasis. Trinity 
places too much emphasis upon the Greek and Roman Arts as a 
degree requirement for those students majoring in those arts, whereas 
Science majors do not get enough training in their specific scientific 
endeavors."-"There has been too much emphasis on liberal sub-
jects in the first two years." 
"Most science courses could include some practical work as well 
as classroom theory."-"Direct the student toward some definite 
activity for a life work."-"The curricula should be so arranged 
that a student may take a maximum of courses in his major subject." 
B. What subjects should be given increased empha-
sis? Decreased emphasis? 
This is a more concrete question, and so tended to draw 
responses from those supporting the more practical, con-
crete kind of education, rather than from those desiring 
education with a longer, less obvious aim. The responses, 
arranged according to the frequency the different subjects 
were desired, makes the emphasis clear. 
Science ( Physics, Chemistry, Biology, etc.) More Sci-
ence, 64; less 3. Continue and improve the Pre-Medical 
work, 15 ; Pre-Dental, 1. Like good scientists, the many 
advocating more science were brief, to the point, and so not 
very quotable: , 
"I'd like to see an increase in Science and Engineering."-"Engi-
neering and practical courses increased. Less languages and English." 
-"Physics, Engineering, English: increased emphasis."-"Chemistry 
will play an important part in the future world as well ac engineering 
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and economics."-"! should like to see a course installed in Advanced 
Quantitative Chemical Analysis, to deal with analysis of all signifi-
cant types .of ferrous and non-ferrous metals." 
Engineering ( including chemical, aero, radio, etc.) 
More engineering, 52; less, 3. 
"I'm in favor of increased emphasis in basic engineering sub-
jects."-"The future security of our country will depend largely 
on the availability of competent, young engineers in America. Trinity 
should do its share in preparing these men."-"Based on my own 
experience, I should like to see a broadening of the engineering 
courses. The recently adopted cooperative agreement with Rens-
selaer is a step in the right direction, but the local courses could 
profitably be expanded, too." [Examination of the courses now 
listed by the College will show that we are endeavoring to offer 
fundamental courses in all branches of engineering. Students are 
fitted to specialize later, at R.P.I. or elsewhere, in any type of 
engineering they may select. J "Better Engineering Department. In 
complete agreement with the report of the B.A. Committee. Let's 
put in a good engineering course including aerodynamics. Let's in-
clude a Masters in it." [We intend to offer a course in aerody-
namics; airplane equipment for demonstration purposes can be ob-
tained from aviation companies, which have already approached us, 
and from surplus war equipment. Undergraduate work will fully 
occupy our time and facilities. J 
'.'Aeronautical and electronic engineering-more. Greek-less." 
[A large part of the difficulty lies in the physical limitations on ex-
pansion. For instance, if Trinity receives an airplane engine, where 
can it be set up? Some alumni will answer, "in the Greek room;" 
but Economics classes are held across the hall and might be dis-
turbed!] 
"If engineering courses are to be given, they should be com-
plete and thorough, so that Registrations Boards and Technical 
Societies will recognize them and give credit to graduates. This has 
not been the case for some years." [The College offers a Pre-En-
gineering, not a full Engineering program. The courses we do 
offer are intended to be complete and thorough. We do not give 
a B.S. in Engineering credited by Engineering Boards and Techni-
cal Societies, since that would mean expensive enlargement of lab-
oratories and faculty, to meet the approval of the Engineering Coun-
cil for Professional Development, an increase in the technical di-
rectivn much beyond anything yet attempted by the College. Our 
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Pre-Engineering offering is intended to be similar m scope to our 
Pre-Medical offering.] 
"Trinity has no right in the field of Engineering." 
Economics, Business. More Economics, 51. More Pre-
Business, 28. More Insurance, 7. 
"If a man is going into the business world, courses in logic and 
psychology are indispensable-particularly applied psychology. Sta-
tistics (elementary) would go a long way in interpreting the grow-
ing volume of surveys on all subjects and political polls in particu-
lar. Semantics, in•·a simplified interesting form, would be a valu-
able aid in assisting him to express himself lucidly and cogently, as 
well as to understand what others are trying to do to him with 
various forms of language and propaganda technique. A concept 
of language, beyond its use for mere communication, and the use 
of the human voice as an important auxiliary in conveying ideas, 
would be valuable assets." 
"More business administration. Sales. Less Latin, Greek, etc."-
"Why not specialize in insurance courses and business administra-
tion ?"-"I believe that anyone entering industry should have a 
knowledge of the organization of American industry, and most of 
all, should be conscious of the social changes which are taking place." 
-"All students should be required to take a course in pract.ical 
economics. Too many professional men are children in bu iness."-
"More emphasis on Economics and Business subjects. Less empha-
sis on Languages, especially Greek and Latin." 
. History, Political Scien e. More History, 38. ·Less 
American History, 1. More World History, Geography, 
International Relations, 27. More Political Science, 27. 
"Increased emphasis on the relation of man to government and 
of American obligations to the peoples of the world."-"Since the 
present world conflict is due to lack of understanding of international 
cooperation, a course on international relations and understanding 
ought to be given."-"A chair for international affairs might well 
be added with the allied subjects of 'Statesmanship' and 'Diplomacy' 
in their full sense."-"More emphasis on history and current events, 
especially as regards the beliefs and ideals ( or lack of them) under-
lying international, interracial, intersectional relations." 
JJf odern Languages ( including literatures). More Mod-
ern Languages, 29; less, 6. More courses in speaking ,for-
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eign languages, 14. Russian, 4. More Spanish literature, 3; 
no "commercial Spanish", 1. 
· "I believe a revision should be made in the teaching of modern 
languages. An investigation of the Army method might be of great 
benefit." 
"Much better to have four years of a modern language than 
two years each of two."-"Instead of requiring two modern lan-
guages for a B.S. degree or Latin and Greek for a B.A., have 
one language and learn it well." [Only one language is now re-
quired for either degree.] 
"Modern languages to be spoken and written and not just read." 
"In a French course they should study in part the ideas of the 
French revolution and the relations of America to it." 
English. More English ( including literature, etc.), 28; 
less, 1. More courses in Speaking and .Debate, 26. More 
Composition, 19. 
"Develop as much as possible a student's ability to write and 
speak."-"Increase the emphasis on spoken English." [A course in 
Argumentation and Debate has been recently introduced.] "There 
should be a complete course in English Composition."-"Require 
literatures and current reading on a small basis, possibly a two-
hour meeting once a week, over all the four years." 
Mathematics: More Mathematics, 24; less, 4. More 
Astronomy, 2. 
"Trinity might be made to occupy a unique place so far as the 
preparation of students for actuarial careers is concerned. The Col-
lege is located in the very center of insurance activity. It has 
numerous alurpni who have had successful careers in this field, and 
apparently few, if any, other educational institutions are stressing 
the study of mathematics with actuarial preparation in mind." 
"I should like to see the stiff mathematics requirement for A.B. 
degree dropped." [The present rule is that mathematics is required 
. of all students, but at the end of the first term the mathematics • 
department may recommend that students who will not benefit from 
further mathematics be allowed to substitute a course from a list 
including Logic, Argumentation and Debate, Accounting, etc. J 
Classics. More Greek and Latin, 24; less, 35 ~ [This is 
the only case where a considerable number voted against 
a subject. Of the 3 5 who wished less classics, 13 had taken 
Greek or_ Latin courses at Trinity.] More in the Humani-
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ties, 10. More in Linguistics, 3; less, 1. More on Oriental 
culture, 4. 
Like the Scientists, the Classicists preferred to reserve their 
thunder. Only this pair of Kilkenny cats need be cited: "Decrease 
Latin and Greek but continue Linguistics." "The course in Lin-
guistics is a dubious undergraduate course." 
Philosophy. Psychology. More Philosophy, 24; less, 4. 
More Psychology, 20; less, 2. More Logic, 4. 
"Set up a strong psychology department and offer General Psy-
chology, Experimental Psychology, Abnormal and Educational Psy-
chology by professionally trained psychologists." [These subjects 
are all on the regular list of offerings. J "Applied psychology-
public speaking." 
Social Science (including Anthropology, Sociology, etc.) 
More Social Science, 19; Less, 2. 
Religion. More History of Religions, etc., 19. More 
Ethics, 9. More Pre-Theological, 3. 
Fine Arts, Music. More Fine Arts, 11. More Music, 6. 
Education. More Education courses, 8; less, 1. 
"Enlarge the ' courses in education and train men to teach in 
preparatory schools all over the country. There is real need for 
such men." 
Miscellaneous. More seminars in the reading of litera-
ture, 5. More other seminars, 3. More interdepartmental 
courses, 3. [These requests may have been inspired by the 
"Report of the Committee on the B.A. Degree."] Less 
reading courses, 2. 
More Pre-Law, 3. More Pre-Journalism, 3. 
More Military (R.O.T.C., etc.), 4. Less, 1. 
"Increase emphasis on Master's work and try studying the pos-
sibility of Ph.D. work." 
C. Do we have an obligation to prepare for specific 
vocations? What vocations? 
The prevailingly negative answers given to the first 
part of this question are about balanced by the affirmative 
answers to the second part. 
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"Trinity as a college in the general category of a 'Liberal Arts 
college' has no obligations to prepare for specific vocations."-"The 
only obligation of a college is to educate. If this is done properly, 
there will be no other obligations." [Who is to define "educate"?] 
"Give a good foundation so the students may be well prepared 
for any graduate work they choose."-"We should help men choose 
vocations. Specialized skills should be obtained in graduate schools 
or through field experience."-"lt is impossible to be a good trade 
school, technical institute, and small liberal arts college all at the 
same time. Let those who want 'training' go elsewhere; let those 
who want 'education' come to Trinity." 
"Very definitely no. If Trinity becomes a glorified trade school, 
her purpose as a power in education has no meaning." 
"I don't believe so-otherwise a scientific or vocational school 
would have been selected by the student." 
"No, there will be hundreds of colleges and univers1t1es turn-
ing out vocationally trained students after the war." 
"No, business is progressing too fast with large research organi-
zations of their own. A fundamental knowledge allows any spe-
cializing afterwards. A vocation chosen at the beginning of the 
course may be overcrowded at graduation." 
"Let day colleges such as Columbia handle commerce and finance, 
M.I.T., etc., engineering. Trinity does a good job in its present 
field and should stay in it." 
"The only obligation to prepare a student for specific vocations 
exists when a student is majoring in courses which he intends to 
use as tools in professional schools. I do not think Trinity should 
take on professional training."-"Except for pre-medical, which 
we undertook and successfully carried on pre-war." 
" o, but science students should be given a better picture of 
developments in industry so that they are a little acquainted with 
what is going on." 
"To the extent that no man should go beyond his sophomore 
year without having a definite idea as to why he is in college, and 
for what career he is preparing." 
"Such training should be directed to specific, clearly defined ends. 
The hopeful, vague desire 'to prepare a man for a job by teaching 
him to be a reporter' is not worth the time, effort, and thought 
given to it." 
·"Yes. I suggest Teaching, Engineering, even Business Adminis-
tration. Another opportunity is the Foreign Service-Government 
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service in general, perhaps."-"The reported Rensselaer-Trinity 
arrangement in engineering is one of the most important moves in 
years. A similar hookup with a top rank School of Business Ad-
ministration and a School of Foreign Service would be grand, if 
possible. Also certain specialist graduate schools-Clark University 
in Geography, etc."-"Courses in diplomacy, economics, finance, 
public relations, and advertising." 
Business: "Yes. Thousands of purely Liberal Arts graduates will 
starve to death in the post-war years. Men should be prepared 
for executive positions in Connecticut and Eastern industrial plants." 
-"Why not teach students what makes an office and business go 
around? Teach them to 'sell'. themselves and goods."-"Yes, par-
ticularly relative to 'Service Businesses', since America has more of 
this type of business, perhaps, than any other country. They play a 
vital part in every field of endeavor."-"Yes, Business Administra-
tion. More and better Economic courses." 
Science~ etc. "Subjects which prepare generally for scientific work 
should be given greater consideration."-"Proper preparation in 
sciences for post-grad work seems expedient."-"Mechanics"-"Yes, 
but the professions rather than trades." 
"Trinity's well-deserved reputation as a high-ranking under-
graduate source for medical schools should be maintained."-"Sin-
cerely hope we continue our excellent pre-medical training."-
"Medicine only. However, we might introduce some good courses 
in Business Administration without lowering our fine Arts classi-
fication." 
"May be some chance to stress pre-clerical courses as we do 
pre-medical." 
D. What should be the goals of a liberal arts college 
after the war? . 
This was the most provocative question on the list. 
The contrast between the traditional, professional, and 
gentlemanly aims of the churchmen who founded and long 
conducted the college, and the modern business and indus-
trial ideals which make up our environment, shows in the 
sharp division which splits the answers. Trinity has already 
changed enormously since President Luther's time. War-
time exigencies reveal this change more clearly. Just at 
present there are 16 members of the Faculty teaching sci-
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ence and mathematics, and 13 teaching all the other sub-
jects except physical education. Those alumni who call for 
"less Latin and Greek" are unaware of recent conditions 
at Trinity; the classics are no longer required of anyone, . 
and are elected by an almost irreduceable minimum of stu-
dents. The problem now is not whether to reduce the empha-
sis on the classics, but whether t~ey can be prevented from 
disappearing. 
The cleavage in alumni opinion has its origins in the two 
natures of man, the realistic and the idealistic, the world 
and the spirit. Realists and idealists each are constantly 
winning battles, but they have never yet succeeded in forcing 
unconditional surrender, nor do the wise expect to or even 
want to. No questionnaire-answerer wrote, "Abolish Latin 
and Greek." Trinity was founded by idealists. ( Their ideals 
were in a rather aristocratic mould. One comment still 
praises Trinity as being a sort of refuge from "the lower 
orders.") During President Ogilby's presidency, and in 
spite of his whole-hearted opposition, our curriculum has 
steadily grown more practical. Our most outstanding suc-
cess in recent years has been in the pre-medical curriculum; 
. our most recently added course, voted unanimously by the 
faculty, is Accounting. 
One alumnus suggests that we go to extremes in this 
matter, "Why not turn the college into a specialty insti-
tution, either a Divinity School, or some scientific specialty 
program for a limited number of students - something 
new!" Very few would agree with him; the alumni plainly 
do not wish to foment a revolution. No, it is not a case 
of either-or; it is a question of properly combining cul-
ture and livelihood, of finding a balance between St. Simeon 
Stylites, ecstatic and emaciated on top of his pillar, and 
Trustee Gradgrind to Teacher M'Choakumchild; "Now, 
what I want is facts. Teach these boys and girls nothing 
but facts. Facts alone are wanted in life; nothing else will 
ever be of any service to them. Stick to Facts, sir!" It is 
true that the balance traditionally established in Liberal 
Arts colleges has been upset; now, during the war, when 
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men's colleges are in a kind of suspended animation, it is 
opportune to try to establish a new balance. 
The old ideal was something like this: The college of-
fers four years, to the few able to afford them, of tradi-
tional culture of little or no vocational use, but intended 
to enrich the whole man, endowing him with th~ best that 
our civilization has attained; fertilizing the soil, as it were, 
so that any crop will grow abundantly. Whether the stu-
·dent intended to be a minister, a doctor, a lawyer, or a 
business man, he took about the same courses, and special-
ized after graduation. Two changes have made this pro-
gram impractical as a norm. One is the increasing democra-
tization of college education, which is now about as com-
mon as high school education used to be. This implies a 
large proportion of college graduates who must earn their 
living immediately upon graduation. The second change is 
the increase in the body of specialized knowledge needed 
for a career, especially in science. In either case, vocational 
training should begin before the age of twenty-two. 
The present scheme, common in American liberal arts 
colleges, is to devote about half of the college education 
to foundational and to general cultural, including scientific, 
courses; a quarter to the specialized major; and the re-
maining quarter to electives, some or all of which are often 
also in or directly related to the major subject. The "lib-
eral" half is notably recognized at the University of Chi-
cago by granting the bachelor's degree at the end of the 
sophomore year. At Trinity this element is taken mainly, 
but not entirely, in the first two years. 
A frequent complaint shown in the responses to the 
Questionnaire is that Trinity gives too much emphasis to 
purely cultural courses, and therefore does not permit suf-
ficient time for courses more directly connected with the 
student's life-work. The facts are as follows. 
Candidates for the B.S. degree are required to take 
courses in English, social science, mathematics, one modern 
language, philosophy ( or psychology), and science. But of 
the total of twenty courses, only five in non-scientific or 
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non-mathematical subjects are required. Three-quarters of 
the college course may be, and frequently is, devoted to 
work along the lines of the student's chi.ef interest. The 
proportion would scarcely be greater at a technical institute. 
Candidates for the B.A. degree now include all under-
graduates except those majoring in the sciences or mathe-
matics. The general requirements for the B.A. are more 
extensive: courses must be taken in a laboratory science, 
social science, mathematics, English, another la'nguage (not 
necessarily Latin or Greek, and not necessarily more than 
one language), philosophy ( or religion), and the apprecia-
tion of one of the arts. Altogether about eleven courses are 
so required*, one of which will be in the field of the major. 
Specialization is less insisted on, the Arts majors requiring 
four courses compared to an average of seven and one-
half required for the Science majors. One-quarter of the 
B.A. student's work must be in one or occasionally two 
departments, and one-half of the work may be. 
Had the alumni been more generally acquainted with 
the flexibility of our curriculum, some of their answers 
would probably have been different. 
Our students vary widely, and no one system of courses 
would suit even the majority. The College has gone far in 
adapting its requirements to differing needs and abilit_ies. 
The abundant possibilities for specialization have been 
noted. For the boy preparing for a profession, a selected 
pattern of courses has been laid out in science, and similar 
patterns are in preparation for the non-scientific profes-
sions. The majority of students select a major which will 
narrowly channel at least a quarter of their work. For the 
boy who does not wish to concentrate, or who, though capa-
ble of profiting from college, is not "the intellectual type" 
and is more or less at a loss in highly technical advanced 
courses, the College has provided the General B.A. Division, 
and General Science, where a minimum of specialization is 
allowed. The really lazy or stupid boy, seeking only the path 
• A proposal is now under consideration to reduce this to nine. 
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of least resistance, will not get wafted to a degree on flow-
ery beds of ease. He has to pass twenty courses, and must 
attain a grade of at least 70 in fourteen of them. Further-
more, Trinity's · offering of courses is restricted to those 
believed to be really important, and contains few if any 
"special" or "snap" courses, where day-dreaming may be 
continuously and safely enjoyed. 
With so much left to the student's own choice, advice 
becomes extremely important. Ideally, a small and really 
"personal" college should be able to guide its students in-
dividually rather than by statutory requirements. The col-
lege is taking this matter of advice seriously ( as many of 
the alumni suggest), and is seeking to find or train advisors 
who will really aid, and not simply go through the motions. 
The considerable body of extracts on the goals of a 
liberal arts college includes much that is general, and some 
repetition, but also much that is wise. In bulk it shows, 
through the many variations, the main tendency of alumni 
opinion as to what a college is for. 
Perhaps the most thoughtful and complete statement 
is this, which may be read more than once with profit: 
"What more can a liberal arts college do than place its 
students in contact with the currents of thought from their 
source to the present; to give them standards of value by 
which to measure ideas, old and new; and to indicate to 
them the application of these ideas to the art of living 
with their fellow men?" 
And here are two lists, each item of which was men-
tioned in scores of replies: "Teach men how to live with 
other men; character and integrity and tolerance; how to 
speak English; how to make a living. "-"The ability for 
clear and accurate reasoning. The appreciation of things 
beautiful ( literature, music). The respect for God and 
fellow men." 
A few alumni emphasized: "Same as before. Men who go to 
Trinity should not go with the idea of learning how to make a 
living but rather to ecure a cultural background which will enable 
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them to enjoy life."-"I am well along in my 85th year and have 
a high regard for Trinity College and all I have to say is that I 
would like to have it continue to be run as a strictly Classical 
College as it was when I was a student there from 1880 to 1884 
and let the students, after they graduate, go to a professional or 
vocational school if they want to as I did." 
A considerable number specifically adhere to Trinity's tradition 
of the Classics: "The German people all but abolished humane let-
ters. Again: part of our failure to get on a more understanding 
footing with the South Americans is their low esteem of our cul-
ture. True, they admire our mechanical ability and envy our wealth 
but they do not respect our cultural att'ainments. If therefore we 
are to attain the desired leadership, we must reach a cultural stage 
that they respect. That end is not through vocational studies. Again: 
I am informed that Soviet Rus ian delegations are shocked and 
astonished at our neglect of classical studies and humane letters." 
"Trinity should provide a classical cultural education stressing 
the goals of attaining as much knowledge as pos ible in one field 
and the knowledge of how to find correct information in all fields." 
The Liberal Arts defined and defended, was the subject of the 
majority of the responses: "Trinity should emphasize a course in 
liberal arts as the real foundation and background of and for tech-
nical education. We are in danger of becoming a nation of spe-
cialists in educational lines and of forgetting the cultural uni-
fying and humanized background. Colleges like Trinity have the 
greatest opportunity in this field."-"The goal should be a solid 
background of general information rather than specialized training 
that leaves out subjects not directly related to particular vocations. 
A man out of college should have a cultural background 
and appreciation of thought, life, and customs of human living." 
"I see a particular need in our time and our children's time 
for what I would call general education, as contrasted with spe-
cialized education, on the college level. This is largely because times 
and conditions are changing in unpredictable ways, calling for learn-
ing or adjusting to new ways of living, new vocational enterprises, 
and new techniques in all aspects of life. I believe that such grad-
uates would be best in a position to take up on the job, or in short 
specialized courses, specialties which they subsequently have oppor-
tunity to go into." 
· "I wish there could be found a way to advertise Trinity through 
this great West of ours. Our Western people greatly need the 
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"liberal arts" style of education with its emphasis on English, lit-
erature, and the general education." 
"Act as guardian of the cultural side of life in a world which 
is more than likely to go haywire in a thousand ways."-"Teach 
people how to enjoy many other things than their chosen profession." 
-"Make men of balanced experience--educationally, socially, and 
athletically." 
"I see no need for altering the fundamentals of a liberal educa-
tion, but the goals may need re-defining, and the roads to them 
might be more clearly marked. The private colleges have a most 
important part to play as guardians of the liberal spirit, and they 
should strengthen their work in that direction." 
A challenge to the Faculty-and the Director of Admissions: 
"Offer a candidate for the B.A. degree, but not necessarily re-
quire, a course of study in liberal arts comparable, both in hours 
of work required and scope, to the requirements for the B.Sc. in 
E. at such engineering schools as M.I.T. and Princeton. In other 
words, if a boy's aptitude tests show an aptitude for liberal arts 
equal to that required for Science in order to achieve a B.Sc. in 
E., a liberal arts college should provide the means to obtain the 
comparable liberal arts education." [Something like this would be 
provided by the proposed Honors Division.] 
Here are extracts which emphasize special points of the same 
general ideal : 
"The development of a leadership fundamentally Christian in 
its outlook." 
"The aim of a Liberal Arts college should be to turn out men 
who can think and think clearly." 
"The transmission of as much as possible of the 'general knowl-
edge' of the past together with the establishment of a highly critical 
attitude." 
"Create a quality of flexible adaptability in the man-if pos-
sible." 
"See report of your own B.A. Committee, it's really good." 
Do these two contradict each other?: "Offer a selective group 
of specialties to the student .who knows what he wants, and require 
a broad basic group of courses for the one who does not."-"Give 
a well-rounded education to the upper 30% and something more 
specific for the remainder." 
Members of society: "More emphasis should be placed on the 
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importance of preparing the students for an understanding of the 
new and changed social conditions." 
"Qualify men to contribute intellectually to fulfill a need in 
our social betterment."-"Train thinkers, leaders, and I believe states-
" men. 
"Citizenship is the goal to seek. Knowledge alone will not 
serve this purpose, nor will a general spewing forth from our col-
leges of glorified chauffeurs and mechanics assure the future of our 
country." 
"In a liberal arts college we should teach men how to develop 
points of view and how to function through a Christian Democracy." 
-"Strong feelings toward Democracy"-"Teach students to live 
together in cooperation with their fellow men." 
Citizens of the world: "Prepare men to be citizens of the world 
-which isn't as impossible as it sounds. In order that countries 
will be able to get along with each other after the war the people 
of those countries are going to have to understand each other and 
be internationally-minded."-"Make the students more world con-
scious. Do away with the studies and type of instruction which en-
gender nationalism and racialism. If America is to avoid the catastro-
phies which befall Europe every so often, its leaders must be trained 
to be broadminded." 
Social life: "The regular curricula should be· supplemented by 
organizations and clubs (including the Fraternities, of course) to 
round out college life. Summer and evening classes should be given 
·more emphasis, since they present a more flexible schedule, and 
would allow students to go ahead on their own with an acceler.ated 
plan."-"Give back to the boys their societies, social pleasures, 
leisure time and athletics." [Very little comment was made on this 
subject, which has been in abeyance of late at Trinity-as when a 
perplexed Trinity Senior asked his professor, "I've been invited to 
a tea. Say, what do you do at teas?"] 
Other Curricular Suggestions: 
"Stress the relations of science and applied science ( engineering, 
medicine, etc.) and the heretofore stressed liberal arts. As an ex-
ample, the scientific approach and methods in research in linguistics 
or literature." [Such interrelation was emphasized in the Report of 
the Committee on the B.A. Degree~] 
"To what the traditional goals have been, add increased specializa-
tion. For example, fewer survey courses-less of a smattering of a 
subject-let a man be learned in at least his major.'~ 
26 TRINITY COLLEGE 
"Students entering a recognized profe sion are not concerned 
in this problem; it is the run-of-the-mill B.S. and B.A.-who is 
not sure of his goal-that the college must help. Increased empha-
sis on contemporary problems and developments are needed; a prac-
tical, straight-forward, correlated course of study is indicated, not 
a half-year of this and that totalling nothing." 
"I like some of the ideas of Stringfellow Barr of St. John's, 
Annapolis. Perhaps it is exaggerated there. But certainly self-expres-
sion has been rampant elsewhere. It hasn't made good soldiers for 
war, nor for peace time." 
"A continuation of the program of five courses per term permits 
a much wider contact with various subjects than is possible if only 
four courses are required as at Swarthmore where, in my opinion, 
undue emphasis on a few subjects results to the detriment of the 
student." [The opposing view is expressed in Professor Costello's 
comment.] 
"A thorough study should be made of the Antioch plan, some 
aspects of which may make college less expensive to attend and to op-
erate. The self-reliance and human breadth so developed may be 
worth the disadvantages. Such a college can operate in a depres-
sion, with investment income almost nil."-"The problem is to 
adjust from the world of private incomes to a world where divi-
dends are almost non-existent. This requires flexibility, which I 
hope Trinity has." 
"Develop a critical sense in its graduate."-"The diffusion of the 
spirit of sceptical inquiry." 
"A liberal arts college should do its utmost to remain free of 
any form of political dictate." 
The preceding have all advocated continuing Trinity 
pretty much as it has been. Next are advocates, mostly 
soft-voiced, for making the college more practical. Writers 
holding this opinion usually expressed themselves earlier 
in the questionnaire. In general they say, "Guide students 
toward a practical education, without neglecting, entirely, 
the cultural values of the arts. "-"Make liberal arts courses 
useful as well as ornamental." 
"The old Liberal arts tradition, based on livelihood through in-
heritance ( financial or nepotic) and the unearned increment is 
doomed! The present revolt of the producers against the non-pro-
ducers will continue after the war. Teach our Trinity men to lead 
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production and in their spare time pursue the avenues of the Liberal 
Arts tradition as an avocation!" 
"Won't preparation for specific vocations be the demand of the 
College man, considering the thought and trend of most individu-
als and groups today ?"-"Fit the graduates into the post-war world 
and prepare them for vocations enabling them to be self-supporting 
and useful to the community."-"Cohcentrate on American and 
English culture and to prepare students to fit themselves into the 
business world."-"Provide the returning servicemen with the type 
of training that will quickly fit them for civilian pursuits. Liberal 
Arts colleges should act largely as pre-professional schools for stu-
dents." 
A large majority of the alumni who answered this ques-
tion prefer the college to remain, in general, the college as 
they knew it. Not all would go as far as this: "I know per-
sonally of many alumni who are dead against yielding to 
the current fad for technical training. After the war there 
still will be plenty of boys who will want a cultural education. 
Those who don't will not be the type of boy that we want." 
But practically all would agree with this: "Do not let Trin-
ity become a mere vocational training center, a technical 
school, an athletic factory, or a country club. Let it modify 
its curricula, if necessary, and expand its social and athletic 
activities if possible. But let it keep the best traditions of 
higher education and demand a high intellectual standard 
of its students." 
Finally, no one could disagree with this ideal of col-
lege education, though it seems to need more than four 
years 'neath the elms: "A broad training in the arts with a 
thorough grounding in the sciences." 
2. ADMINISTRATION 
A. How many students should we plan to have at Trin-
ity; 500, 600, 800, 1,000? 
A maximum student body of 5 00 was checked by 70. 
" " " " " 600 " " " 86. 
" " " " " 800 " " " 71. 
" " " " " 1,000 " " " 33. 
28 TRINITY COLLEGE 
Trinity's highest registration was 5 86 students, in 1940-
41. Since, of the 260 who replied to this question, 190 in-
dicated that they desired an enrollment of 600 or more, 
it is evident that Trinity has always seemed too small to 
most of its students. The most desired size seems to be 
about 700. 
A few felt strongly on this question ( on both sides) , 
but to the majority it was not of the first importance. A 
frequent answer was to the effect that size "does not mat-
ter so much, so long as the present method of very small 
classes (high instructor/ student ratio) is maintained." 
It may be noted that our former advantage in this respect 
steadily lessened as our numbers increased faster than our 
endowment, until our ratio became unflattering to us when 
compared with our competitors. 
A frequent an_d admirable answer was that "Standards 
count, numbers do not." However, as Mr. Clement's let-
ter indicates, there does exist a fairly definite relation be-
tween the size of the endowment and the optimum number 
of students, whose fees pay only a fraction of college ex-
penditures. Overhead, for instance, does i::iot increase 
continuously with an increase in student numbers, but tends 
to decrease relatively, and then jumps sharply when a certain 
size is reached. 
Furthermore, increase of the student body was fre-
quently accompanied, in the answers, with the statement, 
"Increase the proportion of resident students." Before 
the war, with a student body of 5 00 plus, approximate 
equality between resident and town students was main-
tained. Although the last three additions to Trinity's build-
ing program were dormitories, the total capacity for resi-
dent students is now only about 25 0. Those alumni ( the ma-
jority) who wish a Trinity of over 600, and who wish 
to maintain at least the present proportion of resident 
students, should realize that this entails building more dor-
mitories. 
There follow a few assorted comments on this topic: 
."Trinity always has been a small college, a type that offers ad-
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vantages not to be found in the larger institutions. I believe the 
college would be giving up its heritage, one of its fundamental 
purposes for existing, and many distinct advantages if allowed to 
become too large. I should favor a student body of not over 500". 
"I'm suggesting a college body of 600. I do so with the feeling 
that when a college grows much larger it loses the very things a 
small college stands for, that intimate relationship between the 
student body and the faculty. I attended a state university before 
coming to Trinity and can speak from experience. I personally think 
a student, especially if not in the genius class, gets far more of an 
education in a smaller institution". 
"I would prefer to see Trinity remain a small New England 
College with men only as students and with most of them living 
on the campus. However, if it is impractical for Trinity to remain 
a small men's residential college, I would prefer to see the College 
become a fairly large co-ed City College." 
"Admit as many as we can properly handle, with the great ma-
jority in residence"-"! would like to see many more men benefit 
from a Trinity education"-"Exigencies of returning veterans and 
new students may prove an approach to 1000 as more appropriate."-
"! suggest a University should be founded at Trinity because it can 
go far in the graduate field, as Clark University has shown". 
This sums it up: "I think normal growth should be met but 
feel the value of the small college." 
B. Which of the following buildings should we seek to 
erect? Number in order of importance. · 
Order of preference: 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th and 7th 
Biology Building 25 36 44 47 42 28 
Field House 110 42 40 24 12 33 
Class Room Building 30 61 39 43 36 27 
Library 54 43 33 35 31 41 
Dormitory 25 54 48 33 41 38 
Science & Engineering 66 50 53 26 23 23 
These preferences, when weighted positively for first 
choice and negatively for last choice, come out in the fol-
lowing rough ratio: Field House, 73; Science and Engineer-
ing Building, 57; Library, 43; Class Room Building, 42; 
Dormitory, 3 6; Biology Building, 3 5. Other building needs 
suggested: 
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Social Center 6 
Fine Arts and Drama 5 
Astronomy, observatory 4 
Better fraternity and club houses 4 
Administration Building 3 
Better Commons 2 
Infirmary at college 2 
Study Hall 1 
President's House improved 1 
Repair the dormitories 1 
Among the other suggestions, that for a "sickbay" 
should be noted. A dormitory room, with roommates, is 
not a satisfactory place-.for students laid up with ailments 
which, while not requiring hospitalization, need quiet and 
sometimes isolation. A cognate suggestion: "We should 
have an adequately equipped medical office, conveniently 
located, with a Medical Doctor available at all times." 
Comments: "The Physics Building (Jarvis) and Biology build-
ing (Boardman) are a disgrace to the college. So is the old gymna-
sium (Alumni Hall) "-Biology Building-"! do know of this need. 
It would seem justified by Trinity's reputation in preparing students 
for medicine"-"By all means give Bissonnette and Swan a break!" 
-Classroom Building: Definitely no! Going from building to build-
ing across campus is definitely a part _of Trinity !"-"Smaller and bet-
ter equipped classrooms"-"The Commons coul~ be larger"-"The 
proportion of day scholars should be reduced. My feeling is that life 
in a dormitory with his fellow students is part of the education which 
every student should have"-"The lack of proper recreational re-
sources drove the boys of my day to the movie houses and saloons. 
It is as much the obligation of the administration to provide for the 
free time as for the hours of study of the resident students"-"Many 
schools receive their impressions of Trinity via the dirty Hartford 
High School gym where we have to play basketball games. We need 
a field house." [For the field house, see under Section 4 ]-"I 
always liked our library." [The reading room is a joy to the eye; but 
see Professor Costello's comments on the inefficiency of the building.] 
"Help the fraternities to build a modern 'fraternity row'." [See 
also under Section 6]-"How about renovating some of the older 
buildings ?"-"I don't mean to tear down all of the old traditional 
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building , but I do think some careful planning, landscaping, and de-
signing could be done on the campus"-"Have the fourth side of the 
quadrangle finished-between the Chem. Lab and the Chapel." 
C. Should the College provide facilities for vocational 
guidance in an effort to help students in the selection of 
courses and as a guide to their work in the world? 
Yes was marked by 315, No by 27. The affirmatives 
were often emphatic, and the variety of the following com-
ments shows that the alumni consider the subject important 
and that they have given it thought. 
"This is probably the most important and far-reaching step that 
can be taken. College loses much of its value unless the student 
knows what he wants to do in the future arid can plan his course 
of study in accordance with this goal. "-"Definitely-too many 
students are still undecided at graduation as to their place in the 
scheme of things."-"The philosophy that says, 'Here it is, stu-
dents. Take what you want or get nothing,' cannot be applied to 
many persons. We should never forget that some students can 
flounder even in small personalized colleges like Trinity-and those 
students are worth aiding." 
"When I was at Trinity, it fell down terribly in this respect."-
"!£ I had had a little help and advice while an undergraduate, I 
would have had a Trinity B.A. I was an 'average B' student. In 
Senior year I was advised I was a 'fraction of a course' short. The 
result was that Trinity lost me." 
"Too frequently students take a liberal arts course simply be-
cause they have no idea what they want to do after graduation."-
"Even an Arts major must plan so that his vocation will be a large 
factor in his future happiness." 
"Develop facilities for aptitude testing and general vocational 
guidance."-"Harvard doe -Psychology Dept."-"Guidance should 
be by understanding men with some knowledge of the business 
world needs."-"Students hould be given the opportunity to get 
the views of men active in their fields-not only the views of their 
instructors."-"And it might be a good idea to tie up with some 
of greater Hartford's industrie ."-"A test similar to the one given 
by 'The Human Engineering Laboratories,' should be given to all 
freshmen."-"] ohnson O'Connor is the man to see about the proper 
tests." 
32 TRINITY COLLEGE 
"I doubt if vocational guidance can make a good enough case 
for itself to justify taking money from the regular depart~ents."-
"Most students entering college know pretty generally Just what 
they want in the world. Any additional guidance necessary can be 
offered by the Dean of the college, without a special staff of any 
sort." 
Of all the questions, this one _obtained t_he most nea~ly 
unanimous and emphatic answer, in what might well be in-
terpreted as a clear directive to the administration. The 
typical comment: "Emphatically yes!" 
D. How can we most effectively assist alumni vet-
erans to obtain vocational placement? 
A large proportion of the alumni did not answer this 
question. The answers given can be roughly classified as 
advocating ( 1) using the alumni, ( 2) introducing an em-
ployment bureau or Vocational Director, and ( 3) giving 
some sort of course or courses. 
( 1) The alumni: "A general letter to alumni asking their co-
operation in submitting to the college a list of potential positions 
that the organization they are associated with might have open 
after the war that a veteran could fill."-"Possibly a placement 
questionnaire."-"'Ask those alumni who have positions available to 
write first to the college and find out if a Trinity veteran is avail-
able in his area. Ask veterans who seek positions to write in also. 
Then perhaps the two can get together."-"By enlisting the help 
of alumni more than ten years out of college. Such men could be 
on call for personal interviews or correspondence. They might not 
themselves have jobs to offer, but they might readily give the boys 
a steer."-"Set up a board of Trinity Alumni, who have been 
successful in their respective fields, and would be willing to in-
terview and ad vise these veterans." 
"Assist veterans through the Alumni Office-if it is necessary." 
-"The Alumni Secretary via special committees in various cities 
where there are alumni associations."-"Organize these commit-
tees to get ready for such a problem."-"An index of all alumni 
giving their name, address, and vocation could prove very bene-
ficial in assisting fellow alumni." . 
(2) New agencies: "Set up an employment agency-adverti e 
it."-"Have a faculty advisory committee who would interview 
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the veterans."-"Have a placement director detached from the 
Alumni Secretary's office who will devote full time to this duty."-
"Appoint an assistant Dean in charge of Vocational Placement, es-
pecially for Veterans but also for all Alumni. This Dean might also 
head the College Department for Undergraduate Vocational Guid-
ance."-" Hire a hell of a good Publicity man." 
Direct contact with businesses: "Prepare and distribute to the 
veterans lists of all possible places where they may seek employ-
ment."-" especially the concerns interested in teaching veterans."-
"There are enough varied industries in and around Hartford to 
permit their cooperation in student placement." 
"I think that correspondence ;with large corporations will help. 
Several relatively small colleges throughout the country now have 
contacts with my own insurance company. Personal visits should be 
made by the Alumni Secretary to key men in the largest Hartford 
insurance companies. These should be of a semiannual or annual 
nature, and not merely occasional." 
( 3) New college courses: "Establish a refresher rehabilitation • 
course in the college to extend over one semester or a full year, dur-
ing which time the veteran is given the necessary sympathetic guid-
ance and study by faculty and medical (psychology) advisor."-
"This course would help adjustment to civilian life, and out of 
it might come impressions and ideas, which would be helpful for 
recommendations. The Divinity Schools will try this for returning 
chaplains."-"Charge a reduced price to graduate alumni."-"Offer 
courses for specific lines of work under the supervision of men 
actively engaged in those lines." 
"'Vhy not accelerate? Why are long summer vacations neces-
sary or desirable ?"-"Expand post-graduate work so that alumni 
can take their Master's Degree in any field at Trinity under the 
'GI Bill of Rights'." 
"Having made up numerous questionnaires and conducted many 
surveys, I want to warn you, this question is not asked in a way to 
get a fair, unbiased expression of alumni opinion." But undeterred 
by the positive slant of the wording, a number of alumni gave nega-
tive answers, for differing reasons: 
"The actual placement of alumni veterans in jobs is not the 
function nor responsibility of the college. If the college can assist 
by suggestion and contact, all well and good."-"N ot in your field. 
Stick to your knitting."-"Cut the sympathy for these fine men-
they don't want it, and instead, actively approach men in influen-
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tial places to see that they are taken care of. Th'ere is always too 
much talk and no action in these situations."-"! doubt that Trin-
ity's assistance is necessary. A great many agencies, federal, state and 
those sponsored by veterans' organizations, exist for just this pur-
pose."-"It is much better for a man to get a position on his own." 
-"There will not be too many who will need assistance."-"Let 
them know that the college will help them in any way it can, and 
offer courses to them, perhaps on reduced tuition or part-time basis 
-not necessarily for a degree. For goodness sake, don't set up a 
veterans' placement bureau ; there are too many organizations doing 
this now."-"Sharp comment in recent months would show it very 
wise to establish a reputation of 'l~ss loafing' or 'no loafing' school." 
E. Should Trinity accelerate in the po_st-war period 
on the three terms per year basis, undfrtake a modified ac-
celeration, or resume the pre-war two term operation? 
Three terms per year 44 
Modified acceleration 74 
Resume two terms 19 8 
The phrase "modified acceleration" was not explained. 
The College is intending to return to the former two terms, 
while amplifying and perhaps lengthening ·its Summer 
School so that students who wish to complete their work 
at Trinity in three years may do so. This corning summer 
the experiment is being tried of offering two successive 
Summer School terms of six weeks each, the classes meet-
ing six times a week. The main purpose is to give as much 
college work as possible to high school graduates before 
they are drafted into the Armed Services. 
Accelerate: "Why interrupt a school year with a 20 weeks 
vacation? Time waits for no man."-"America needs to recover 
three to five lost years. Leisurely curricula will be unpopular."-
"The services have proved during the war that old methods of 
education wasted time, were inefficient. There is no excuse for re-
turning to them." 
"The faculty can judge this befter than the alumni. Some ac-
celeration might well be obtained. I don't believe that a two or 
three months vacation is very essential for either the students or 
faculty. If the faculty needs _a brush-up now and then, a better 
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method would be to give it leave of. absence with pay."-"There 
is something to be said for leisure in college but unless the two-
term operation were made more intensive, I think the accelerated 
plan good. It allows more terms for post-graduate or specific voca-
tions training." [It is improbable that many-if any-of the alumni 
who thus favored acceleration are educators.] 
Modified acceleration: "Those who wish to accelerate should be 
allowed to try."-"No pressure should be put on the student." 
"The combination of study and work is better than study alone." 
-"I strongly urge that summers, at least after the sophomore year, 
be spent in securing practical experience in the field they are plan-
ning to enter."-"Perhaps a certain amount of summer work might 
be required for a degree." 
"Have only two terms but they should be longer." 
Decelerate: "Acceleration is a necessary evil of war. Crammed 
knowledge is seldom lasting and tends to antagonize, not to inspire." 
"The two-term operation was geared to a peace-time standard of liv-
ing."-"Acceleration is out because there is no substitute for time to 
mature a man's mind. I suggest that all students should be required 
to find employment during certain parts of their college work, so 
that a practical knowledge can be obtained." 
"Recently I have come in contact with a good many 'college 
graduates'-both the product of the pre-war liberal arts college 
and the present accelerated college. 'Phe difference between the 
two is marked. All are officers in the Na val Reserve. The pre-war 
group enjoyed its education, the accelerated group took its educa-
tion like castor oil and the effects are remarkable. The latter group 
was impressed with the value of education and crammed 'book-
learning' into itself to the exclusion of all else. In conversation they 
are uninteresting, in abilities they are limited to one field which 
they know backwards and forwards. This I attribute to the fact 
that they had no time to assimilate on their own any of the qualities 
which make for a cultured individual." 
3. CHAPEL 
A. Should attendance be compulsory, or voluntary? 
If compulsory, how many times a week, 1, 3, 5, or 7? 
Compulsory 2 5 7 
Once a week 9 7 
Three times a week 112 
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Five times . a week 3 4 
Seven times a week 6 
Twice a week 8 
Voluntary 130 
Trinity has long followed a policy of requiring Chapel 
attendance on a yearly basis, which permits absence for 
many consecutive weeks. This alternative was not men-
tioned in the question. 
"My present status as a Priest has come in spite of, and not 
because of, the Chapel program at Trinity. The dull and tedious 
daily Chapel services almost destroyed what spark of 'vocation' there 
was in me. Trinity's Chapel program has been far behind the 
splendid standards being set by such colleges as the University of 
Wisconsin, Amherst, Williams, or Bowdoin. Trinity's magnificent 
Chapel building and equipment naturally leads one to expect that 
its program will be equally inspired-and yet, outside of its music 
and an occasional speaker or special service, it has hardly functioned 
in a manner worthy of its conception. Trinity needs a young Chap-
lain, whose main interest will be that of mingling with the students, 
having them in his home, and following their interests and activi-
ties. This Chaplain should have an office in the Chapel, and, also, 
a home on or near the campus where students could drop in in-
formally for a friendly visit." 
"Corrzpel them to come in": "The aim should be for voluntary 
attendance but the average college man is not so inclined. I believe 
in the 'habit' of religion."-"! would not oppose compulsory chapel 
six times a week if it were held around mid-day. At that hour 
the boys would not use it as an opportunity to sleep or read their 
morning mail."-"Compulsory, if we have a good chaplain with 
the ability to make religion a vital part of college training."-"Have 
a Wednesday morning Chapel-Assembly with an outstanding speaker 
or program, which every student might be expected to attend as 
a college function. This could be a 'non-denominational' type of 
service, with the choir." 
"Why compel/est thou the Gentiles?": "Compulsory chapel can 
be almost guaranteed to make one lose all interest in formal re-
ligion."-"Compulsory chapel is as outmoded as Alumni Hall at 
le~st. A disciplinary officer can never be a confidant. A college chap-
lam should be regarded as comparable to those in the Army and 
Navy, and as necessary."-"! don't approve of unnecessary com-
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pulsion in education. Compulsory attendance reduces the value of 
the service."-"The right type of student Chaplain could insure 
good attendance without compulsion." 
"Compulsory attendance of the chapel services is against the 
original charter of the College." [The relevant portion of the 
Charter reads: "Provided always, that such ordinances or By-Laws 
shall not make the religious tenets of any person a condition of 
admission to any privileges in the said College."] 
B. Does Trinity need a Chaplain after the war? 
Yes, 284; No, 42. 
If so, should his duties be: 
To act as a spiritual advisor and hold services only? 
Yes, 62. 
To act as a regular member of the Faculty and teach 
certain courses? Yes, 179. 
"Both" was rather confusingly indicated by 43, "Not 
sure" by 31. 
Does Trinit}' need a chaplain? "Now that the President is a lay-
man, the importance of the position of chaplain is emphasized. I 
remember when I was in college there were on the faculty these 
Priests of the Church, besides the president: Sam Hart, Johnnie 
McCook, Isbon T. Bechworth, afterward professor in the General 
Theological Seminary, Dr. Henry Ferguson, afterward rector of 
St. Paul's School, Concord, N. H., Dr. Belden, librarian of the 
college, John McCracken (supply) and Bishop John Williams of 
Connecticut, who lectured each week on the Holy Roman Empire. 
The religious influence of these members of the clergy was tremen-
dous. I hope the college will never depart from the idea of its 
founders of teaching young men to be Christian gentlemen as well 
as having mental training." 
"There is no sacrilege in saying that the less we're suspected 
of being a divinity school the better we're off. The younger alumni-
regardless of actual age-are almost unanimous about this." 
"Teaching young men to be Christian gentlemen"-the 
phrase is an indication of the transformation which has 
befallen not only Trinity, but most of the denominational 
colleges of our type. Thanks to Mr. Mather and Dr. Ogil-
by, we have one of the most magnificent colh;ge chapels in 
38 TRINITY COLLEGE 
the country. In normal times it had regular morning serv-
ices, somewhat sparsely attended and employing little from 
the Prayerbook save the Psalm, and frequent additional 
services. Dr. Ogilby led a club for those intending to enter 
the ministry. The College offered a course in Social Ethics, 
a half-course in Ethics, and, every other year, a course on 
the Bible as Literature, in the English Department. That 
was pretty nearly the extent of organized Christian influ-
ence. At present there is but one member of the Faculty, 
Dr. Adams, who is in orders, and under war conditions 
there is no program of daily chapel services. In the answers 
to this questionnaire the only alumnus who specifically 
praised the chapel services wrote, "As a Catholic, I ap-
preciated the opportunity to attend Mass in the Crypt 
Chapel on Holy Days. I hope this will continue." The 
Alumni should realize that today the name of Trinity, like 
that of Wesleyan, is historic rather than descriptive. The 
College motto is "Pro Ecclesia et Patria." Our enthusi-
asm for the second part has remained undiminished since 
we were founded as Washington College I but-"Pro Ec-
clesia"? 
In short, just as the College is no longer classical, so it 
is only formally Christian; and it is not gentlemanly, as 
that word would have been used by its founders. Some will 
certainly regret these changes; more may applaud them; all 
should recognize their existence. 
A new c~aplain at Trinity will have to discover largely 
for himself what his duties are and how they can be ful-
filled. Here are some of the Alumni ideas as to the sort of 
man needed: · 
"A chaplain, necessary for the college, should have an adequate 
salary to insure that he is a man of superior ability. The present 
relationship of the Chaplain at Columbia University to the faculty 
and students would make an ideal pattern of relations for Trinity 
to follow."-"It is an opportunity for a veteran .Army or Navy 
Chaplain."-"Combine clergy duties with that of Dean of Fresh-
man. Get a chaplain from Army or Navy-young man."-"Trinity 
needs some experienced, worldly, middle-aged man who can advise 
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students on any problem, spiritual and otherwise, and who can be 
trusted with secrets. I suggest Dean Hood." 
As to his functions: "A good chaplain-active in body and 
alert in mind-will have all he can do without secular class work." 
-"One chaplain is not sufficient to do a job where 600 students 
are involved."-"He should act as a regular member of the faculty 
and teach certain college courses, and act as spiritual advisor and 
consultant to whom one could bring problems of a personal nature. 
Your current faculty advisor is supposed to fulfill this function, but 
by the very nature of his position on the faculty, cannot effectively 
do so." 
A number of replies, in this connection, recommended religious 
courses that should be offered at Trinity, whether or not taught by 
the Chaplain: 
"There should be courses offered on the subject of all the great 
religions, both those which have passed out of existence and those 
which are still part of the daily life of the inhabitants of the earth. 
I have always felt that it was remarkable that a study of the greatest 
force in human existence both past and present, was not part of the 
educational system." 
"Bible should be taught, if only as information, since the Sun-
day School has largely ceased to function, and our young people do 
not know the Bible."-"A good course in Bible, approached aca-
demically not religiously, would add a lot."-"Morals are good 
emotional responses. Who teaches a course in control of emotions 
today, and why not?" 
4. PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND ATHLETICS 
A. Should Physical Education be required? 
Yes 
No 
How many years? 
353 
10 
1 year 26 
2 years 102 
3 years 56 
4 years 163 
A few of the comments taken from the questionnaires: "Two 
years required physical educ~tion plus some requirement of sports · 
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in last two years."-"In post-war days we must utilize the move-
ment begun by the Army to build well-rounded physical develop-
ment."-"One physical education instructor to handle special prob-
lems; those who are sub-normal physically or need corrective work." 
-"More corrective exercises than in the past."-"Incorporate mili-
tary training, under government supervision." 
Comments by Ray Oosting, Director of Physical Edu-
cation: 
College Physical Education and Athletic Departments 
at this moment are greatly concerned with professional 
problems relating to the post-war period. Our war experi-
ence has caused us to consider making some changes in our 
required physical education programs. There is, in my opin-
ion, considerable likelihood that there will be a definite 
demand for a more formal type of program in our colleges 
than we had before the war, with greater emphasis on 
body building and conditioning, at least until each student 
attains a satisfactory minimum standard of physical fitness. 
After this standard is reached, there is no reason why we 
should not proceed with the less formal recreational type 
of program which was so popular before the war. 
There seems to be evidence in colleges where physical 
education was formerly required for only one or two years, 
that it will be required for two, three, or even four years. 
Again, as after the first World War, we hear much about 
the lack of physical fitness among the drafted men. We 
know that many of the rejections were due to remediable 
defects, such as bad eyes, bad teeth, and other disorders, 
which we can help college men detect and correct through 
our medical examination and a proper follow-up program. 
We must face the fact, however, that the masses of men 
taken into the armed forces were not on a high level of 
physical efficiency. However it is also true that college men 
made up only a small percentage of the draftees. Colleges 
can help by placing greater emphasis in training students 
and, through them, the general public, concerning the im-
portance of a periodic health ex~mination and the value 
· of regular exercise. 
REPORT ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE 41 
After studying the returns from the Alumni on the ques-
tion of the number of years of required Physical Educa-
tion, and taking into account our knowledge of the needs 
of the undergraduates, the Department of Physical Educa-
tion is planning to recommend the following regulations: 
1. All students except those excused by the college Medical Di-
rector shall be required to attend Physical Education classes three 
periods per week during the Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior years. 
Those having deficiencies must continue in the Senio{ year until sat-
isfactorily completing their work. 
2. A standard physical efficiency test will be established similar 
in type to the Navy V-12 physical fitness examination. This test 
is easy to administer and has proven to be an excellent index of a 
student's physical efficiency. A minimum swimming examination will 
be required similar to the one we have previously used, but with 
greater emphasis on all-around swimming ability. Students must also 
prove that they have attained reasonable knowledge and skill in the 
so-called carry-over sports, such as Tennis, Golf, and Squash Rac-
quets. 
3. Students who can take limited exercise only, and those who 
would benefit by corrective exercises, will be put in a special group, 
providing staff and facilities permit. Special emphasis will be placed on 
the individual requirements of students, as far as this is possible. 
4. Students participating on intercollegiate sport squads will 
be given credit for physical education attendance during the season 
of the sport. 
5. An intra-mural sports program will be conducted on a plan 
similar to the one in practice before the war. This program has 
proven te be popular with our students and the percentage of par-
ticipation was exceptionally high compared with that in most col-
leges. 
B. Would you be willing to see a curtailment of in-
tercollegiate athletics in favor of intra-mural sports? 
Yes 137 
No 265 
Alumni comments: "I am in favor of a curtailment of intercol-
legiate athletics in favor of intramural sports but I do not think 
the student body would."-"There is a very real pride in intercol-
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legiate competition."-"Intercollegiate sports are necessary to keep 
Trinity on the map and also for campus morale."-"Why not have 
more intramural sports without curtailing intercollegiate athletics?" 
...,_"I do not favor a curtailment of intercollegiate athletics in favor 
of intramural sports, principally for publicity reasons. Athletics are 
Trinity's principal source of publicity." 
Comments by Ray Oosting: As I have studied the re-
turns from Question B, I have been impressed with the 
almost unanimous expression of opinion in favor of in-
creased opportunities for all students to participate on 
organized teams whether they be varsity or intramural. 
Many of those who answered the questionnaire were men 
who attended Trinity before 1930. Our intramural sports 
program has been expanded considerably in recent years, 
and we are proud of the percentage of students who take 
part in these activities. Our aim is to provide various types 
of competitions on an intramural basis and enable every 
student, if he desires, to participate. To do the kind of a 
job we desire, however, we need increased facilities, · about 
which I am making comment below. The vote on Question 
B was 13 7 willing to curtail intercollegiate athletics in favor 
of intramural sports, while 265 were opposed to any in-
tercollegiate curtailment. Many commented to the effect, 
"Why not have a well-balanced program of both?" 
C. Would you be willing to curtail intercollegiate ath-
letics in favor of more formal physical education?-
Yes 83 
No 255 · 
Very few made comments on this question. Possibly the phrasing 
"more formal physical education" was not clear. 
D. Would you like to have us establish new athletic 
relations hips? 
Yes 
No 
165 
83 
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With what collegesf 
Williams 52 Harvard 4 Colgate 2 
Connecticut 30 Columbia 4 Johns Hopkins 2 
Bowdoin 29 Colby 4 Penn 2 
Hamilton 15 Princeton 3 Hampton S. 1 
Swarthmore 12 M.I.T. 3 C.C.N.Y. 1 
Haverford 11 R.P.I. 3 Hiram 1 
Union 11 Rhode Island 3 Muhlenburg 1 
Brown 10 Army 2 Boston U. 1 
Tufts 9 Kenyon 2 Springfield 1 
Yale 7 Oberlin 2 N.Y.U. 1 
Middlebury 6 Maine 2 Cornell 1 
Rutgers 6 Vermont 2 New Hampshire 1 
Hobart 6 Lehigh 2 F. and M. 1 
Dartmouth 5 Lafayette 2 Northeastern 1 
Bates 4 Rochester 2 
Note: Wesleyan, Amherst, and Worcester Tech are not in-
eluded in· the above because they have appeared regularly in our 
sport schedules. 
Alumni Comm~nts taken from Question D: "The competition 
with other colleges is the greatest publicity builder Trinity can get." 
-"With 600 students stay in that class. With 800 play Williams 
and Connecticut in football."-"The trend just before the war and 
in present sport schedules appeals to me. These colleges plus Yale, 
Harvard, Princeton, Cornell, etc., in baseball and basketball."-
"Add colleges like Bowdoin, Hamilton and Haverford, and strength-
en relations with the Little Three." 
"As much as I enjoy Trinity defeating Wesleyan in any sport, 
I think that intercollegiate athletics tends to bring neglect of the 
man who is not an athlete and glorify ( out of proportion) the star. 
The ideal situation would be one in which the 'dub' could get just 
as much fun out of sports as the man who is on the 'varsity'." 
"Renewed relationships with the University of Connecticut. I 
would like to see the "Little Three" become the Little Four with 
Trinity as fourth. What about a Connecticut Valley conference of 
Coast Guard, Wesleyan, Norwich, Trinity, Connecticut, Spring-
field, Amherst, Massachusetts State, Williams, and perhaps Wor-
cester Tech ?" 
"In football--colleges in our own class. In basketball and base-
ball reach out to a few larger colleges and universities."-"Colleges 
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equivalent to Trinity in enrollment, personnel, and historical and 
cultural standing."-"Princeton and Columbia in basketball, swim-
ming, and baseball. Rutgers and Kenyon in all sports." 
Comments by Ray Oosting: This question brought a 
wide range of comments. Summed up, they clearly indicate 
a desire to schedule colleges in our own general class. Many 
mentioned, however, that in sports like basketball and base-
ball we should compete with some of the larger institutions 
occasionally. Apparently the schedules as they were ar-
ranged just before the war appealed to most of our alumni, 
many of them emphasizing that every effort should be made 
to strengthen relations with the "Little Three. n 
Field House 
The returns on the question concerning the alumni's 
preference for new buildings to be erected on the campus 
shows the Field House heading the list. The top three: 
110 for Field House as 1st choice . 
66 for Science and Engineering Building 
5 4 for Library 
As most alumni know, the Trustees of the college at a 
meeting held in the spring of 1943 approved the expendi-
ture of approximately one hundred and seventy-five thou-
sand dollars for the immediate construction of an athletic 
Field House. It was felt that, along with the many other 
needs for such a building, it was important to have this 
unit of the proposed new athletic plant available to aid 
in the Navy V-12 conditioning program. Because of the 
urgency of the need, the plan was to begin construction im-
mediately and later start a field house fund campaign to 
raise the necessary amount. It was a bitter disappointment 
to all Trinity men when it was learned that the \Var Labor 
Board would not approve the construction of the building. 
Shortage of both labor and material was given as the rea-
son. In addition it was learned that the contractors found 
it necessary to increase the estimated cost of the structure 
considerably, because of the rapidly increasing price of 
materials. 
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The project is still uppermost in our minds. It is pre-
dicted that soon after the war all colleges will be filled to 
capacity. Returning veterans with the cost of their educa-
tion partially, if not entirely, financed by the government 
will flock back to the colleges. Trinity sorely· needs this 
building and the other athletic units which are planned to 
·center around the present swimming pool building, to pro-
vide a modern physical education and athletic plant. Re-
turning veterans, as well as most prospective students, con-
sider recreational and athletic facilities important to col-
lege life, and often will not consider ~alleges which do 
not provide them . . Let us keep this uppermost in our 
thoughts as one of Trinity's most urgent needs. 
5. ALUMNI RELATIONS 
A. Are you kept informed of developments at the 
college? 
Answers to this question may be summarized as: 
Kept informed 24 5 
Kept fairly well informed 66 
Not kept informed 15 
B. Would you like to have more information about 
Trinity? A bout your classmates? Other Alumni? 
The general answer to this question was, "Yes,. to all 
three." One alumnus thought "One concise comprehensive 
bulletin a year would suffice." 
"More information would be desirable about the college in 
general, concerning curricula, faculty, and college activities."-"Ed-
itorials or more comment on the departments by professors."-"The 
present Alumni News does a fine job of supplying desired informa-
tion."-"Articles in the Alumni Journal are too generalized, too 
boiled down."-"The Alumni Notes are the most popular feature 
of the Alumni News and can always stand enlarging, but this de-
pends upon alumni contributiqns entirely, of course."-"The results 
of this survey should be published with comments." 
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C. Have you any suggestions to make about the Alum-
ni Office? Abou.t the relationship of the College and the 
Alumni body? 
Here there were very many suggestions. Two general 
desires are observable in connection with the Alumni Of-
fice: ( 1) Expand the Office, acquiring more personnel, ·bet-
ter equipment, and more attractive quarters. ( 2) Extend 
the duties of the Alumni Secretary, principally toward at-
taining more publicity, more regional alumni meetings, and 
more employment service. 
Comparatively few of the many scores of ideas can be 
quoted here. 
"The Alumni Office should get to know the students better while 
they are in college."-"The staff could be expanded to give one 
man more freedom to travel to meetings of regional alumni, and 
class agents could be given more assi tance in obtaining help for the 
college, particularly for the Alumni Fund." 
The Alumni Secretary: "The longer such a position is held, I 
think, the more valuable to the College it becomes. I have no idea 
what salary it provides but I think it should be sufficient to hold a 
good incumbent and that the present salary should probably be in-
creased."-"It should be a full time job: rate next to President in 
importance."-"While it is proper that the alumni secretary be paid 
by the college, he should not be the tool of the Trustees or of the 
administration but the representative of the alumni."-"Let progress 
continue as it has during the past ten year or so, prior to which 
contact between the college and the alumni was hardly clo e. Torn 
Wadlow an.d Bard McNulty have done wonders." 
Information: "Ever since 1921 when I first heard about it, Trinity 
has not solved the problem of how to get news in papers as soon as 
or sooner than it happens. Practically every other college in New 
England hits the papers many more times than Trinity." 
"The Alumni Office should keep us informed of the arguments 
on proposed changes in education or in college life."-"about the 
activities of the faculty and the scholastic achievements of the un-
dergraduates."-"Any plans that will give the Alumni more op-
portunity to pass on college policies should be encouraged. They 
have a personal attitude that is entirely different from the ob-
jective over-all view of faculty and administration."-"Every alum-
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nus should receive a complete financial statement of the college 
twice a year." 
"This questionnaire is the most forward looking, progressive 
and enlightening thing which has come to me from the College 
since I left."-"Such questionnaires ought to be repeated."-"Mail 
us the results as well as how the faculty as a single group and also 
the Trustees answered." [The Faculty seldom answer anything as 
a single group, as Professor Costello notes at the opening of his 
"Faculty Comment."] 
Alumni organization: "I hope that each class can have an active 
(::lass Agent. It's so easy to grow away unless there are occasional 
reminders of college years."-[Forty-six of the sixty alumni classes 
have active agents.]-"We need more sub-organizations."-"Per-
sonal contact is worth dozens of mailing pieces. Have alumni clubs 
in various cities, supplemented by personal visits from key-alumni 
to other alumni, on an organized basis, to give latest information 
and to solicit."-"I am determined to have a strong Hartford Alum-
." m. 
"The meetings between Faculty and Board of Fellows have 
been good, and between the latter and Committees of the Trustees 
have been good as far as they have gone." 
Fraternities and Alumni: "An alumnus who was a neutral has 
a 'stranger' complex at alumni meetings or college doings. When you 
ask him to go to an alumni meeting, you hear too many times as his 
reason for not going, 'You haven't any place to go back to unless 
you were a fraternity man.' It is the old argument about eliminating 
fraternities or having enough so that all can belong."-"Heretofore 
the fraternity has been the closest alumni tie. Although the College 
has welcomed alumni back, there's no program established to en-
tertain and fete returning alumni."-[More modestly,] "I have 
never known of any place on the campus where Alumni could stop 
to pass the time of day." [The Alumni Office?] 
Various suggestions: "Trinity should be the first college to start 
alumni education and continue it throughout the life of our alumni." 
-"Bring to us more members of the faculty so that we can know 
them and meet on some common ground."-"A biographical Who's 
Who of Trinity alumni and faculty from the founding of the 
college to the present would be of great interest." 
"I should have liked an invitation to advise the Trustees about 
the kind of man who should be President. A broadcast invitation to 
any alumnus to write the secretary of the Trustees about the new 
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President would have created good will, cost the Trustees nothing, 
and helped make every gr~duate feel that the college was interested 
in him. I am sure it was an opportunity missed." 
Disgruntled: "Colleges should have other interests in Alumni 
than just in getting donations, especially from young grads, who 
need a helping hand."-"When the College actually does something 
for its alumni, then I think it will find the alumni doing much 
more for it. I mean something practical, not sentimental."-"The 
Alumni get nothing out of the college and the college gets nothing 
out of them." [This last is crisply put; perhaps it expresses the 
sentiments of a larger fraction of the alumni than many of us realL 
ize. What do they want to "get out of lhe college?"] 
6. OTHER SUGGESTIONS 
It is heartening to find so many alumni interested in 
the future of the College, and to have so many good ideas 
sent in. To lessen th~ reader's fatigue from having to hop-
skip-and-jump over the whole college landscape, the selec-
tions below have been ordered so far as arrangement could 
be devised. 
First comes advice from T. S. Wadlow, Alumni Secretary, 
now in the Navy: "1 ) Encourage some new fraternity houses. 
2) Help the houses pick men for the College. They know them. 
3) Much more promotional work. 4) A ·good band. 5) More faculty 
houses on campus. Nice to have a prospective student of X meet 
the Prof. of X even at home (proving he is human). 6) Some 
more Faculty members who can go out and speak with authority. 
Men highly in demand for dinners, radio, etc. 7) City high school 
championships should always be played at Trinity bowl or field 
house, etc. 8) Keep Jessee and pay him what he is worth. He does 
more than coach!" 
This weighs our pros and cons: "Following Trinity I attended 
Syracuse University, University of California, and Pacific School 
of Religion. ·My work in social service, vocational guidance, and 
at present minister in a mining and lumbering region leads me 
to make the following estimate: ( 1). Trinity gave us as pre-war 
students a sound, cultural, moral, and social training so that we 
could understand the history of our time, something of the meaning 
of a Christian civilization, and appreciate art, music, literature 
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and science. But, ( 2). Trinity was also responsible for fostering 
narrowness, social snobbery, isolationist "America First" sentiment, 
and New England provincialism. The Trinity of the future should 
have more social science, a broader cultural relationship with Russia 
and the Orient, an inter-racial student body, and a non-fraternal 
campus life similar to Yale and many western schools.'' 
Administration: "I have no idea what salary is paid the President 
of Trinity. It used to be far too small, in my opinion. I think the 
new President should be paid enough to relieve him of any financial 
worries and to make it probable that he will not be tempted by 
other offers, educational or business. Every Trinity man I have 
· talked with is most enthusiastic concerning the new president. So 
was I when I first heard of it, and even more so when I listened 
to him a few nights ago at the dinner of the New York Alumni 
Association. He made me feel confident of Trinity's future. It will 
be a hell of a job to run any college, especially a small one, after 
the war. I think his salary should be as large as possible and that 
when it is feasible, a proper official residence should be built for 
him. Even back in the dawn of civilization when I was an under-
graduate at Trinity the President's House was inadequate and time 
has simply withered and staled it." 
"The Truste~s should take a more active part in the routine 
management of the College, especially scholastic. In this I refer you 
to the Visiting Committee plan of M.I.T., and to the reports of 
those committees which are published in the Technology Review.n 
Admissions: "Trinity has, for many decades, gained the reputa-
tion of becoming a day school for young men residing in Greater 
Hartford. While we should always seek to attract the best local 
boys, it is unfortunate that we have not attracted larger numbers 
of out-of-town men. This should be one of the chief post-war ob-
jectives. Suggested procedure: an aggressive program of school (both 
prep and high schools) visitation, the awarding of large, worth-
whilt regional scholarships, further stimulation of alumni interest 
in sending good men to Trinity, etc."-"The President and Dean 
should visit each year the best preparatory schools to convince boys 
that Trinity is a good choice." 
Conservation: "I would hate to see Trinity become too stream-
lined, too progressive or too much changed. Steady progress to 
keep abreast with an ever changing world is inevitable, but I do 
not believe that fundamentals and Christian principle can be empha-
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sized too much, and that the development of the individual student 
as an 'individual' should ever be lost sight of." 
"Trinity is the strongest of the Church Colleges. I'd hate to 
see that change. The big colleges are going "big time"-all science, 
birdnotes, and normal school stuff. The colleges like Trinity have 
the chance of saving the philosophy and culture which Western 
Europe and America have been built on. Let's not change too quick, 
but wait for the pendulum to swing back."-"Trinity long has 
regarded itself as a stronghold of the classical tradition and I hope 
it always will. With intelligent administration it can do this with-
out a danger of being called backward, old-fashioned or ultra-con-
servative." 
"We like to think of Trinity as a college of four wonderful 
years where a man when graduated was versed in something be-
sides his own field and was a 'college graduate', not a product of 
an educational factory."-"Those of us that have seen hell in the 
field like to think of her as being as we remember her." 
The Faculty: "I'd like to see Trinity get a few top-rank men 
as professors. We have very few now! How else can one judge a 
college but by its faculty ?"-"Try to get teachers-real teachers 
and men of high character-when a new man is selected. If such a 
one is found, get him whether he has a suffix of the desirable letters 
or no. If necessary, give him the letters,-but get the man." 
"The best curriculum becomes the one that exposes the student 
to the best teachers. A new teacher should be given five years, and 
at the end of that time student opinion, colleague opinion, and 
administration opinion, not just one but all three, should agree that 
he deserves reappointment. Otherwi e he should leave. If there is 
any doubt, he should leave." 
"Keep all the basic courses, and try so far as possible to have 
them taught by 'full' professors with a load light enough so they 
can have frequent conferences with each student."-"! think Odell 
Shepard is one of the most remarkable men I have ever known. He 
ought to be given an opportunity to do more at the college after 
the war." 
"Professors with strong prejudices should not be allowed to 
head departments, particularly in the social sciences, where we have 
greater need than ever before for freedom of investigation and dis-
cussion. "-"Work toward a more unified spirit among the faculty; 
an elimination, or at least a subordination of individual prejudices, 
with an aim to a stronger, better Trinity." 
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"There exists at Trinity an unwarranted formality between 
administration and the students."-"At Trinity, the students, when 
I left, were being treated as children."-"! hope the College will 
encourage a closer relationship." 
Fraternities have some eager advocates. "The present fraternity 
houses, except St. Anthony's, should be replaced with a brand new 
Fraternity Row with some slick houses." Vernon Street should be 
reclaimed for chapter houses, faculty houses, a faculty club, and an 
infirmary, all of which would improve the approach to the College; 
or "we could build over by the Victory Gardens"; or "the Fraternity 
buildings should be moved on to the campus to congeal the student 
body." Also, create new "local fraternities, and bid every entering 
student." 
Though so far Trinity has seen little of the movement to abolish 
fraternities which the war has brought to a head at, among others, 
Amherst and Brown, a few alumni suggest at least de-emphasizing 
them. 
"The college should consider ·carefully the desirability of con-
tinuing the fraternity system. I enjoyed my fraternity very much 
when in college but I am not at all sure that the system works to 
the best advantage of the college as a whole. If after the war the 
student body is selected on the basis of scholastic ability and char-
acter, with government aid making it possible for many boys to 
go to Trinity, fraternities might be undesirable." 
"I suggest that a great deal of the energy in the past devoted 
to Fraternities be devoted to the building of and the maintenance 
of a college spirit-something comparable to the Marine Corps. 
Tooch the students to mould the College into a body first, before 
they take off in sections." 
Military Training: Considering the time the Questionnaire was 
sent out, rather few brought up this topic; most who did thought 
that "there should be a certain amount of enforced military train-
ing," one adding "both physically and mentally." An R.O.T.C. unit 
would prepare "for future wars. Many of our alumni would have 
profited by this in the past four years." If there should be national 
compulsory military training, an R.O.T.C. unit might counteract 
the loss of students. . 
On the other hand, one writer asserted, "I am strongly in favor 
of the college's offering no military training of any sort." 
Publicity: Those who mention it at all want more of it, "in the 
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press, on the air, and by direct advertising, carefully selected."-
"Get a good publicity man as soon as you can." 
"I was publicity director for the college for three and a half 
years as an undergraduate, and was kept very busy placing Trinity's 
name before the public. I have always maintained that the college 
should retain a full-time publicity director on a salary. I scarcely 
ever see mention of my alma mater in the papers anymore. Alumni 
feel a certain pride wh~n they pick up a newspaper or magazine 
and read of some outstanding achievement by faculty, students, or 
alumni of the college. I know there's wealth of information. Also 
· there's a dearth of sports news ( even in peace time). How about 
this?" 
The Undergraduates are viewed with more alarm than com-
placency. Some feel college life is too soft: "I wish we looked more 
for zeal to accept what we offer, than for ability to meet entrance 
requirements, pass courses, and pay college bills; "I wish we were 
firmer with sluggards and playboys."-"Courses should be made 
stiffer." · 
One alumnus applies what he has recently learned: "Some way 
should be found to make students proud of their accomplishments. 
See what the army does with stripes, ribbons, medals, insignia." 
Another is disturbed by student behavior, and in order to protect 
college property suggests that we investigate the system in force 
at Williams. 
Off-campus and non-fraternity students should have a • decent 
lounge room, lunch facilities, and equal representation in the Senate; 
as for that, all students need a "first class [social] director, with 
various tournaments such as pool, billiards, etc." The student Union 
should be enlarged, as should the college store. 
"A fund should be made available for an annual parley, con-
ducted by the students, supplemented by outside authorities, on a 
timely topic chosen each year by the students." 
"Let's have highest scholastic standards, fewer exclusive fra-
ternities ( although I am a happy frat. alumnus), more non-exclusive 
hobby groups, more townies and negroes ( what am I fighting for?)." 
Finally here are a few of the comments that can only be called 
Miscellaneous: "I would like to see Commencement exercises 
conducted in English and reduced in length. It means a great deal 
to parents to see their sons graduate and I think they are entitled 
to know what is going on and to be spared endless repetition." 
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"Trinity should explore new means of communication, such as 
radio, recordings, etc."-"Think about visual education-the use 
of movies, more charts, exhibits."-"Any subject matter can be 
vitalized by the modern communicational media." 
"Instead of the regular year of five full credit subjects or their 
equivalent, there should be three terms with two or three subjects. 
In this way, one can concentrate on the subject better. I noticed 
this in attending the first summer sessions at Wesleyan and Trinity." 
"I hope Trinity will be able to exchange students with other 
nations. College-sponsored summer travel or summer work would 
tend toward greater liberalism, or 'world-mindedness'." 
"Keep up the dramatic work." 
"The affiliation of the Hart ford College of Law.n [This has 
been affiliated with the University of Connecticut, after Trinity 
had refused its offer.] 
"The plans of Hobart College for post-war training of students 
are well worth our careful consideration." 
"I hope the Ivy published by the Junior Class will be taken up 
. " agam. 
"I suggest we have a Medical Officer who is on the campus at 
all times-available to students, faculty and staff alike." 
"I believe we ought to have a band or an orchestra at College. 
We have a good music department, and when I started school, it 
seemed to me the one thing lacking about Trin. There was no 
band to cheer the boys on at the football games."-"Get a top-notch 
glee club, dramatic society, band, or something!" 
"Adequate psychological and psychiatric aid should be furnished 
by the college to those students who find themselves in emotional 
difficulty that interferes with clas work." 
"Cut down on small scholarships, and combine them to make 
a few larger ones which definitely will compete with other colleges 
for the better boys." [This is often prevented by the terms of the 
scholarship gifts. J "Establish scholarships of $300 or preferably $400 
at some of the leading high schools in our large cities." 
"The Trinity Tripod had not been a credit to the college for 
many years and for the past ten it has read as though written and 
edited by grammar school boys. Alumni advice and cooperation, as 
always given prior to the last war, would make the paper compare 
favorably with other college papers. This does not mean alumni 
dictation. There are numbers of alumni in the newspaper business 
who would be glad to put their experience at the disposal of the 
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Tripod board, and thus end the cheap sensationalism and forced 
humor which have marred the paper." 
"Trinity's real functional future is to be University of Hartford, 
whether it retains the name of Trinity or not." 
"I'm sorry, there's a J ap breathing down my neck and I have to 
go." 
A Trustee and Alumnus 
Comment on the Questionnaire 
The following is the substance of the reply received 
from the President of the Pennsylvania Railroad, Mr. 
Martin W. Clement, '01, a Trustee of the College. 
In the first place, I want to congratulate you on the 
questionnaire. Secondly, as the Alumni rush in where "an-
gels fear to tread", I am going to try to answer it. 
Trinity is one of the smaller classical colleges of Ameri-
ca, limiting its student body to somewhere between 500 
and 600, and specializing in education for those who wish 
to go on in search of further education, particularly in medi-
cine, the law, business philosophy or economics; it offers, 
through its facilities, a very comprehensive course in chemi-
cal engineering, and a somewhat narrower opportunity in 
engineering fields for students who desire to acquire some 
idea of engineering, electrical or civil, as part of a general 
education in preparation for their future education along 
these lines, or to enable them to get into the big industrial 
businesses of America. 
It is Trinity's desire to get hold of young men of ability, 
personality, and capacity, to train them to be American 
citizens, willing to assume their responsibilities. 
While for many years an institution of smaller size 
and rather local in its sphere, and strictly classical in its 
educational lines, it has developed as outlined above and 
has been increasing in size; in fact, before the war it was 
up to the limit of its plant facility, and was attracting men 
from a much larger section of . the country. To keep on 
filling its place-a very necessary. one in general education 
-demands a considerable expansion of its plant. 
We have completed the program for the chapel, which 
is one of the finest pie·ces of Gothic architecture in America 
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and which, with its endowment, involves an expenditure of 
practically $1,200;000. 
Trinity is probably the best equipped college in the 
country from the standpoint of its chemistry equipment. 
We have the finest college chemical laboratory in America, 
which, with its endowment, ( and including 1n it the large 
auditorium for the student body) involved some $650,000. 
To balance the development in chemistry, we need to de-
velop biology, physics, and engineering. 
The growth of the student body and the intensity of 
its application, manifests the necessity for an addition to 
its library and administrative unit, and the very necessary 
gymnasium additions. 
1. Curricula. 
Should significant changes be made, etc.? 
Ever since the summer of 1928, I have been talking 
to the President of Trinity College as to the pattern that 
the college should take. It has been my judgment that Trin-
ity College should offer the best of Pre-Medical Courses, the 
best of Pre-Law Courses, the best of Pre-Ministerial 
Courses, and the best of Pre-Business College Courses. This 
policy in itself commences to shape your curricula. It indi-
cates good mathematics, good chemistry, good biology, 
good history, good English and good economics. We have 
had good chemistry, good biology and good mathematics 
throughout the last few years. As to history, I am not so 
sure; but we were weak in economics. 
The College, for years, had a Civil Engineering Course; 
then · in the last year or two changed to Mechanical En-
gineering-a Course most necessary to the College. We 
would not advocate a full Engineering School at Trinity, 
but we would advocate continuing this as a strong Course. 
Men who take this Course would be trained to go through 
the Apprentice courses in the Engineering Department of 
the great American industries-to go into the railroads, 
into the steel plants, the motors industry, the electrical 
plants-a big field for the graduates. This requires a good 
REPORT ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE 57 
Course in Physics: a course which takes one fairly well into 
electricity. · 
With these things as the backbone of your curricula, 
and with the necessary refinements in the languages and 
other things, a man could go to the College and take his 
Arts Degree if he desired; could take his Science Degree 
if he desired; could major in Chemistry if he so desired and 
go into the great chemical industry; or could direct his 
studies to whatever industry he cared to go in. 
There is one thing which I am not prepared to advise 
you on now, but which I have talked to the new President 
about, and suggested that he look into it, and that is the 
possibility of a few Business courses, such as are given in 
the Bachelor Course at Lehigh. This would make an en-
tirely additional Course, and require a new Department; 
but all these other tb.ings can be accomplished under the 
present Departments. 
If you gentlemen will go to the top of the Chemical 
Laboratory, you will find up there a place that was to be 
turned into an Astronomical Observatory, or at least it 
was so planned. In my day in College the Mathematics Pro-
fessor taught Astronomy-plain Astronomy-which was 
one of the most interesting courses in college. A man to 
be really well educated should have knowledge of things 
celestial, things above the earth (Astronomy); things on the 
earth ( Biology and other sciences) ; and things under the 
earth (Geology). I studied them all at Trinity College, 
and have been much indebted through life to all of them. 
2. Administration. 
Under Administration you ask how many students 
should we plan to have at Trinity? 
It always has been my thought that if we could eventu-
ally have 500 men living on the campus, we should have a 
very strong College. This, of course, is controlled by the 
dormitory space available. The number above that would 
be controlled by the numbers taken from Hartford and the 
surrounding cities. Personally, I always talk 600, with the 
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expectation that some day we should be around 700 or 7 50. 
When you come to discuss the buildings that we should 
erect, of course you have to determine where you are go-
ing and how you are going to develop your education. 
This is a matter that was the subject of correspondence 
between the President of the College and myself for years; 
and when he and I started, the most necessary thing seemed 
to be the Chemical Laboratory, with the Assembly Hall 
that went with it; and then some dormitory space. You will 
be interested in a little memorandum that Dr. Ogilby sent 
me four years ago, of the things that came along during 
his time.* You will note that commencing with the year 
1929 the Squash Courts were completed, then the Cook 
Dormitory and the College Dining Hall, followed by the 
Chapel, and then the Central Heating Plant. He pushed 
through a very good program. Then there was a lull; and 
after that came the Chemistry Laboratory, followed by 
the two new Dormitories. 
*Program for Development of Trinity College, 1941. 
Projects Completed 
1. Endowment for Faculty Salaries 
2. First Unit of Gymnasium (Swimming 
Pool and Squash Courts) 
3. Central Heating Plant 
4. Chapel 
5. Chapel Endowment 
6. Cook Dormitory 
7. College Dining Hall 
8. Chemistry Laboratory 
9. Chemistry Laboratory Endowment 
10. Dormitory 
11. Dormitory 
New Projects in Order of Importance 
12. Second Unit of Gymnasium ( Field House) 
13. Administration and Library Extension 
14. Biological Laboratory 
15. Biological Laboratory Endowment 
16. Completion of Gymnasium 
17. Gymnasium Endowment 
18. For General Endowment 
$1,000,000.00 
235,908.76 
84,093.73 
1,018,129.94 
179,185.70 
275,061.79 
104,772.39 
557,638.55 
102,770.13 
130,000.00 
150,000.00 
$3,837,560.99 
200,000.00 
300,000.00 
150,000.00 
100,000.00 
150,000.00 
100,000.00 
$1,000,000.00 
1,000,000.00 
$2,000,000.00 
Date 
Obtained 
1923 
1929 
1932 
1931 
1937 
1930 
1930 
1936 
1936 
1940 
1941 
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We had agreed that the Field House was the next most 
necessary thing for the College, and that to me still stands 
out as the most necessary. You will notice it is the first on 
his list of "new projects in order of importance." With 
the Gymnasium, and the Library Extension with the new 
Administration Building, and the new Biological Labora-
tory, he commenced to accentuate quite a good deal the 
subject of endowment. I believe he was right, as the doubling 
of the size of the College without increasing the endow-
ment has reduced the endowment per capita considerably. 
As to the question "Should the College pro~ide facili-
ties for vocational guidance ?"-if it could be done, it 
would be desirable; but I am wondering how effectively 
it could be done. Nevertheless, there are a lot of boys 
sent to College with the sentimenta'l idea that they would 
like to be something they are not equipped to be, but would 
be very effective at something else if they had some kind 
of guidance. 
"Should Trinity accelerate in the post-war period?" 
From my viewpoint, the sooner we return to normal, the 
better. 
"Should Chapel attendance be compulsory?" I am still 
old-fashioned enough to believe that some form of com-
pulsory attendance at Chapel is desirable, as much from 
its disciplinary effect as from its religious uplift. Perhaps 
a compulsory half-hour of close-order drill would be just 
as effective. 
The duties of the Chaplain should be combined with 
those of one of the Instructors. In other words, an Episco-
palian clergyman should also be a teacher. 
A Faculty 
Comment on the Questionnaire 
by H. T. COSTELLO, Brownell Professor of Philosophy 
It is impossible for anyone to speak for the Faculty 
officially, of course, in matters pertaining to future plans. 
I speak merely as an individual who has read over the 
Alumni replies. 
First as regards the sponsoring Committee of Trustees 
and Faculty, increased this time by three members of the 
Board of Fellows, we may remark that the Committee it-
self started as an advisory committee on college policy, 
about twenty years ago. The present Faculty membership 
happens to have been on the Committee then, and the Trust-
ee members then are still happily with us as active Trustees. 
The Committee initiated important changes. Then there 
came a time when the President no longer made a prac-
tice of calling it together. There seems now to be a ques-
tion in some minds whether we need to revive it as a com-
mittee on policy. If we do, it should be made large enough, 
so that the absence of key men would not cripple delib-
erations, and it should meet regularly at specified times, 
planning its own program. 
I was struck, as I read the Alumni replies, by the com-
plete absence of Alumni comment concerning the report 
of the Faculty Committee on the B.A. Degree, a report 
whose recommendations have been accepted in principle, 
but have not yet been fully implemented, by the Faculty. 
This report calls for the establishment of Honors Courses 
for good men, major subjects for men 1nterested in a par-
ticular line, and a degree without a major. All would re-
ceive the same Trinity A.B., the difference being in fitting 
the curriculum to the needs of individuals. 
I was struck, secondly, by the fa ct that the chief object 
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of criticism in the Trinity course of study was Latin and 
Greek. This indicates that those who have been singing 
the praises of the Classics were not speaking for the entire 
body of the Alumni. But it also shows that the Alumni are 
not clearly aware that Latin and Greek are now so far 
reduced, that there is today a real problem of how to save 
them from ultimate extinction. 
The subjects the Alumni would like to see more empha-
sized add up to a list that exceeds twenty main headings, 
not to mention some excellent suggestions getting only a 
single or a few votes. While no one would maintain that 
any single individual student should be introduced to all or 
most of these twenty or thirty subjects, it would seem to 
indicate a feeling on the part of the Alumni that each 
student should have opportunity to sample a va-
riety of subjects outside his main line of in-
terest. Perhaps this could be done in half courses running 
one term. Many Faculty members, on the contrary, have 
felt that their own subject could not be presented in such 
brief, and to them superficial, form, and they ask that a 
student take at least a full year of their subject or else 
nothing. Also there is reason to believe that a Trinity 
student, who now takes five ( even six and up to nine I) 
subjects simultaneously, is probably not able to concentrate 
on any one of them adequately, and is throwing far too 
much burden on his instructors to get him through, rather 
than doing the work himself. The students terid to congre-
gate in large lecture courses where they will not be called 
upon to react for themselves, much as they sit passively 
~t the movies. In the Social Sciences, particularly, they ex-
pect the instructor to make everything clear, and they study 
only for a quiz. They have too many courses, and too little 
reaction. This defeats the very purpose of a small college. 
My own General Reading Course was instituted to enable 
a student to do some of the reading in great books which his 
crowded curriculum would not ordinarily permit him to 
do. I have found Trinity students, even this selected group, 
surprisingly unable to take advantage of such self-directed 
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action. I therefore personally favor the plan of Honors 
Courses, with more individual work. I would favor also 
a limiting of the number of subjects taken at any one 
time, possible to four, the courses counting more hours, ' 
with more student work, but with fewer lectures even in 
lecture courses. In his own field or fields a student would 
pursue a sequence of full-year courses. For spread, I would 
like to see much greater opportunity to take one-term 
courses in a considerable variety of subjects, in which there 
is simply not time for him to take whole-year courses. But 
at present this is not the prevalent Faculty view. 
One should perhaps say something about the specific 
subjects recommended by the Alumni. In Engineering, which 
got such a large vote, we are planning to do more. The 
joint course with Renssaeler will be found outlined in our 
latest Catalogue. Our work must be largely foundational 
pre-engineering courses, rather than anything professional. 
If we have not done as much as -our Hartford situation 
calls for in the field of Pre-Insurance, that has not been for 
want of trying. Pre-Business is still problematic. We defi-
nitely hope to do more in Economics. Numerous Alumni 
call for "practical courses" in Economics. In the long run 
the theoretical courses may be the more practical, that is, 
'live' and influential courses, since they get down to funda-
mentals. In this, as in the call for more Mathematics, the 
Alumni praise as valuable subjects which, because they are 
a bit difficult, the undergraduate tends to dodge. Our severe 
Pre-Medical courses receive deserved commendation from 
many Alumni. Pre-Education drew few Alumni votes, yet 
many of our students do go into teaching, and need such 
courses to meet State requirements, up even to a fifth year. 
We should not let the Teachers Colleges run away with 
our schools by emphasizing methods of teaching without 
subject-matter. 
There is no question about the value of putting our 
English Composition wor~ on a higher and higher level, 
as a Pre-Almost-Everything course. Our future Alumni will 
be more frequently judged by this than by anything else · 
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the College can give them. We need to diversify it even 
more, fitting it to the individual, avoiding all tendencies to 
be boresome, and particularly with addition, now partly 
begun, of courses in Public Speaking and Debate. He who 
can talk sensibly standing on his feet has today a very 
valuable asset. Many Alumni mention a speaking knowledge 
of foreign languages, even Russian, as an acomplishment 
of value in the new world now opening out. This means 
courses in elementary language that meet five times a week 
at least ( with three hours credit, except possibly in the 
Classics) , small sections, more instructors, and this needs 
to be financed I 
We probably need more variety in the Social Sciences. 
Economics we have mentioned. It is doubtful if we should 
add a new Department of Sociology. The Faculty has al-
ways been rather dubious about the subject. But there is 
no intention to do away with Psychology. Subjects that, 
in my experience, seem really useful include Social Anthro-
pology, Abnormal Psychology, those branches of Social Phy-
chology which deal with national psychology, propaganda 
analysis, etc., and the History of Educational Theories. I 
speak of these as subjects which have had a place in my own 
Department. In other Departments there is great value in 
Human Geography, International Relations, the History of 
our American neighbors, including Canada, and of specific 
great foreign countries like France, not forgetting Greece 
and Rome and the Orient. Especially do we need more Polit-
ical Science, possibly a new Department. We need interde-
partmental courses with more than one instructor present at 
each meeting. We need seminars in which students actually 
read for themselves and give their own comment on great 
books, including but not confined to literary masterpieces. 
But whether we should yield to the present tendency to 
introduce encyclopedic Survey Courses seems more doubt-
ful. The most promising of these seems to me to be one 
on The Humanities, or Classical Humanities. In fields like 
Philosophy there is room for a survey course in the History 
of Philosophy, but any real introduction to P~ilosophy, 
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Logic, even Ethics, calls for small groups and discussions. 
Here the big lecture course cannot give you the real thing. 
We are doing well in Fine Arts and Music, and can do 
better still. Religion and Pre-Theological courses are, I 
think, still a good deal of a problem. 
The above is personal impression, and I do not speak 
for all the Faculty. How we are to deal with the problem 
of making students aware of the place of Science in the 
modern world, and of scientific method, I do not know 
and cannot even speak for myself. The Alumni feel the 
need of it very strongly, as is repeatedly made clear from 
their answers. It is needed by the B.A. candidates, and by 
very many of our B.S. men. It is needed by our Faculty-
even by some of our $cience Faculty. I do not have much 
hope from Survey Courses in Science at the college level, 
least of all from a vaudeville show by half a dozen scien-
tists. Yet there is so much a student never gets a chance 
at. It is a shame never to know anything definite about 
Astronomy-including galaxies and even astro-physics. We 
can string out a list indefinitely: Physical Geography, Mete-
orology, Geology, Physical Anthropology, Human Bi-
ology, Ecology ( the old Natural History), the History of 
Science and of .Medicine. Many are content not to know 
about these things, but it is a pity never to have had a real 
chance. And above all how teach the social importance of 
science, the scientific imagination and the logic of science, 
and the limits of science, the proper place to be given to 
those aspects of life which are not scien"ce? Here is a prob-
lem with which we shall have to do more, and better, than 
we have yet known how to do. 
Alumni preferences for new buildings are rather aston-
ishingly even. The Field House leads, though many stated 
they had been told this was needed next, and some were 
emphatic in putting this in last place. The Science and En-
gineering Building comes next, though here some may have 
thought they were voting for both physical and biological 
sciences. The Library comes third for first place, though 
quite a number said our present Library was entirely satis-
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factory. But for second place a Classroom Building and 
new Dormitories come in strong. All these needs are real. 
If I make some comments about the Library, it must not 
be taken as a denial of the need for the others. 
Some Alumni think the Library can be expanded by 
using the proposed link between the Library and the Chapel. 
This link is an awkward problem. The ridge line cannot be 
carried straight across, and if it is dropped, a ''tooth out" 
appearance may be produced. A somewhat irregular build-
ing seems called for. Perhaps the solution is just a fence 
and a gate. But any building here would be exactly at the 
wrong place to help the Library, and it might be more 
desirable to use all such space for administrative offices. 
An extension to Summit Street has also been proposed, 
with a post-office on the ground floor. This means expensive 
construction to carry the heavy book stacks above, and a 
great deal of wall and very little Library space. The move 
that would help the Library most just now would be to ex-
tend the present stack building straight north, moving the 
driveway. Almost every college library that has built such 
extensions has built the new shell too small, and has had 
to enlarge later at a very considerable extra expense. Once 
the shell is up, the steel stacks can be put in as needed, and 
stand free of the building. If our present stacks were 
doubled, they would do no more than accommodate our 
present stock of books, which, for want of a place to put 
them, are being piled on floors and on one another, and 
toilsomely moved about . . New stacks should also provide 
booths (carrels) alongside the books, where faculty mem-
, bers and students can consult and examine books in the 
stacks. 
This raises another question. Do we want more books? 
Professor Dadourian, on the present Committee, is one of 
the advocates of a "working library," as opposed to a mere 
"museum of books." He maintains that for every book 
we buy we should throw one away. I have some sympathy 
with this. It would not be hard to go into the stacks and 
throw out, as a first batch, ten thousand volumes of trash. 
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But it would cost money, perhaps more than new stacks, 
for you cannot send untrained workers into the card cata-
logues. And ten thousand volumes would not solve the prob-
lem. We have been limited in our buying recently, but 
the average yearly accessions of volumes, excluding pamph-
lets, are, for the last six years, 4800 volumes a year. Of 
these 3000 a year are gifts. We have to take care of gifts, 
even some we do not permanently want; we cannot simply 
throw them away, if we are not to antagonize some of 
the best friends of the College. To keep the Library at a 
constant size over a ten-y.ear period would mean "liqui-
dating" a shelf of books that would reach from the College 
to the Travelers Tower, and I doubt if we can set up any 
process of doing this. We have not even been able, with 
our present staff, to keep a good "working library" selection 
in the Reading Room. . 
Some further suggestions by Alumni are hardly worth 
refuting. We cannot throw away the Government Docu-
ments. The National ones are much used, and would be 
more, if they were properly housed, and they do not be-
long to us; the Connecticut ones are not so much used, 
but we should hesitate to get rid of them. We cannot "use 
the Hartford Public." The overlap in purchases between 
a public city library and a college library is about 15 per 
cent, and most of that is books which we should have to 
have anyway-and have you tried using the Hartford Pub-
lic? Professors can get an occasional book from Yale or 
Harvard. But we cannot run a • college that way. Honor 
students at Wesleyan use 6000 or ~ore volumes in their 
thesis work in a single spring, and we are talking of honors 
courses here. We can scarcely work honors courses with 
our present Library and staff. 
I think there is a real problem of the future of libraries. 
We are told that if the Yale Library goes on growing at 
its present rate, which has been constant for two hundred 
years, it will a hundred years hence have 6000 miles of 
shelves, and 8 acres of card catalogue. Doubtless much 
is going to be put on microfilm, or printed in minute size 
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on cards, to be read with a reading machine. But even 
then, regular sized books will still be in demand. One sug-
gestion, that probably will have to be acted upon, is that 
the libraries in the Connecticut Valley, or at least the col-
lege and learned libraries, unite, hire a loft building, after 
war-work sets such places free, and make a central com-
mon repository for all books not in current use. The col-
leges would retain ownership of their own books, get them 
back if needed, and still free their own shelves for a "work-
ing library." New methods may make complete joint cata-
logue volumes possible in small reproduction. The Librarian 
at Wesleyan, Fremont Rider, has been active in exploring 
these possibilities, and his Wesleyan report of 1943 is il-
luminating .. But no matter what we do, we shall still need 
more stack space in the Trinity Library. I am convinced 
that a "working library" is not a question of how many 
books we have, but of whether we at least have the right 
ones, a positive rather than negative selection. Many li-
braries buy too much, in the hope that among the pur-
chases the really valuable volumes will accidentally be in-
cluded. I myself, busy with other things, find time each 
year to recommend about 200 books. Very few other pro-
fessors recommend as many, and usually only for their own 
field. Yet this positive selection is the only road to a really 
effective library. 
But there is still before us another question. Before we 
add to the present stacks, we should know the location of 
the Trinity Library of the future. The present building 
cannot be profitably remodeled, even if we could get money 
for remodeling an old building. The plan of it not only 
omitted entirely a place for the staff, but the whole design 
of the center of the building is wrong, and that cannot be 
corrected by additions outside. Possibly we should start 
anew with a building close to the classrooms. South of the 
Dining Hall is probably better than near the Bishop. But 
then what can we do with the present Reading Room and 
Stack Building? If we build a new center to the north, with 
the present building as a wing, how can we make the main 
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section accessible from the campus? The general problem 
here ought to be settled now, before we put more money 
into the old building. And designs should be drawn this 
time by someone who knows something about college li-
braries. 
We do not now make available even a kn(?wledge of 
what we do purchase. Books arrive, they disappear into 
the stacks and no one is any the wiser. I have known of 
Faculty members' wives three months on the waiting list 
for a book at the Hartford Public, when the same thing 
was standing idle on our back shelves. The Faculty does 
not know what is there, nor the students either. We can-
not ask our present staff to do more than they do. They 
are 6000 volumes behind in cataloguing as it is. We have 
at the moment three trained people, in addition to the Li-
brarian. Bowdoin and Union have seven, Hamilton ten, 
not to speak of Wesleyan and Swarthmore with fifteen or 
more. \Ve have no regular scale of salaries or promotions. 
When College budgets need to be balanced, the Library is 
a place where something can be pared down. Next year, 
"we intend to make it up," but next year budgets need to 
be balanced again. Donors of books and of book f1,mds 
have been more generous than we deserved. At the end 
of each school year we frequently put the remainder of 
book-fund dividends back into principal, though many of 
the books ordered have not yet come in, and it takes 
twenty-five years at four per cent to get that much money 
out of the permanent funds again. We spend on the Library, 
apart from the Librarian's salary, about $13,000 a year 
(Wesleyan about $45,000). This $13,000 is a little more 
than we spend for electricity, considerably less than we 
spend for fuel. It is not easy to say what is the proper 
expenditure. Some put it at nine to ten per cent of the 
educational budget. A small college really should spend 
more proportionally than a large college, for there are many 
things which both need equally. Certainly the Library 
should b~ one of the big coordinate branches of the Col-
lege. An investigation has shown that student use of our 
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Library nearly doubles each year from Freshman to Senior, 
so we are not hopelessly bad. But we have a handsome 
Reading Room where students complain they cannot read 
because of the lighting, and the unavoidable noise, and 
other disadvantages. And we have textbook instruction 
because we cannot refer students to our Library, with no 
staff there to help them. Vv e scarcely even know what is 
missing from our stacks-no one has time to look. When a 
book is misplaced, it is gone forever. 
"Report of the Committee 
on the B. A. Degree" 
Last year, as Trinity's first public contribution to the 
current revaluation of Liberal Arts education, the Spring 
Bulletin was devoted to a report made by the Committee 
on the B.A. Degree.~ Since that issue of the Bulletin was 
not widely distributed to the Alumni, a brief account may 
be useful. 
In 1940-41, the war prompted an evaluation of the 
curriculum leading to the B.A. degree. Believing that this 
curriculum was inferior to that leading to the B.S. de-
gree, the Committee proposed and the Faculty adopted 
new -B.A. requirements, and a reorganization of the B.A. 
curriculum into General, Majors, and Honors Divisions. 
First, the Report considered the general requirements 
for the B.A. degree-that is, the nature and amount of 
the general courses required, regardless of the student's 
major. These requirements, which concern about half of 
the student's college work, have three aims: ( 1) They en-
sure some acquaintance by every student with the most 
important fields of human achievement, and thus lay the 
foundations for that common body of knowledge neces-
sary for a liberal education. ( 2) They give an opportunity, 
for students coming to college with no definite goal, to 
discover where their chief interests lie. ( 3) These courses, 
being fundamental, introduce the basic facts, tools, and 
ideas necessary for advanced courses or further individual 
work. · 
The present general requirements consist of one course 
in a laboratory science; at least one term of mathematics; 
History 1 and a course in eit~er economics or political sci-
* This Committee consisted of Professors B. W. Means (Philosophy), J. A. 
Notopoulos (Classics), M. S. Allen (English), and E. D. Myers (Lin-
guistics). 
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ence; Freshman composition and a course in English litera-
ture; one modern language, including a course in its litera-
ture; either the classics themselves, or a combination of 
linguistics and two other courses relating to classical civili-
zation; a course in philosophy or in religion; and a course 
in the appreciation of one of the arts. The purpose of each 
of these requirements is separately considered. 
The three Divisions were introduced to provide for the 
differing intellectual capacities of college students. The Gen-
eral Division is an innovation, intended to provide for stu-
dents who show little ability for more advanced or ab-
stract courses, students who will be successful citizens but 
not "intellectuals". Without relaxing the general require-
ments or standards of scholarship, the General Division 
allows students to graduate with less specialization and 
fewer advanced courses, and so corresponds in the main 
with the General Science curriculum recently provided for 
B.S. students. For specialization, the General Division re-
quires two advanced courses in one department, or three 
allied courses. This Division will probably be especially 
useful for returning veterans. 
The Division with Majors is designed for the bulk 
of the B.A. candidates, and requires for specialization four 
courses in one department. The plans for the Honors Di-
vision must remain unrealized until the return of students 
and faculty makes it possible. 
A chapter of the Report gives various specific recom-
mendations, which include a simplification of the language 
requirements to: Greek 1 or Latin 1; or, Linguistics, The 
Classical Humanities (anew course, in English), and French 
3 or German 3. Other recommendations concern intensive 
language teaching, courses in religion, senior theses, and 
comprehensive examinations. Considerable space is given 
to a detailed proposal for the Honors Division, with the 
introduction of seminars. 
Part II of the Report attempts the difficult task of de-
fining Liberal Education, which is summed up as "the de-
velopment of those powers of a man which are peculiar 
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to man, and common to all man. This excludes special skills 
·and includes the capacities of reason, imagination, and 
communication, as the means to knowledge, judgment, and 
character". The. Report closes with the application of this 
definition to the fields of science, social studies, language 
and literature, the arts, philosophy, and religion. 
Copies of the Bulletin are still available. 
This report received considerable comment, partly be-
cause so many educational institutions, under the same 
stimuli, are attempting to answer the same general prob-
lems. Two examples of such comment by those not con-
nected with Trinity College may aid an understanding of 
the nature of the report. 
Ernest Feise, Professor of German in Johns Hopkins University, 
wrote of "the thorough, enlightened, and enlightening Report .... 
It goes far beyond the general scope of such reports with its ex-
cellent commentaries on the meaning and import of the different 
studies. It is now circulating in our committee." 
Tertius Van Dyke, Dean of the Hartford Seminary Founda-
tion, wrote: 
"I have read with steady interest culminating in enthusiasm the 
Report. It makes exciting reading, for there is purpose and hope in it. 
"The institution of the three levels, i.e., the General or pass 
degree; the degree with the Major, for the larger number of stu-
dents; and the Honors degree, for the few, seems to me a frank 
and honest facing of actual student conditions with a working edu-
cational plan. And the treatment of the complex educational re-
sponsibilities of the day in a 'small college' is given with under-
standing, insight, and sympathy. 
"As a member of a Theological Seminary Faculty greatly dis-
turbed over the inadequacy of much of the pre-theological train-
ing of students, I am .especially gratified by reading the chapter 
'The Idea of Liberal Education.' Happy the Seminary whose stu-
dents have had their college training amid such clear and high 
thinking! Here a liberal education is shown to be not a jumble of 
courses exclusive of science and mathematics, as is popularly held, 
but something quite different. In such a concept of liberal educa-
tion, science and mathematics are naturally included. 
"Anyone who wants to know the ground for encouragement in 
the rising concept of liberal education would do well to read and 
ponder upon this 66-page pamphlet." 

